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Priory Road and Rectory Road was closed for a time on Saturday 24
th
 April 

because of a fire in workshops. 

Welcome to the Campton and Chicksands Newsletter 

Published by the Parish Council 

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including in the Diary?  

Is there something you want to share with the rest of the community? 

Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.  

Items should be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

Editor:  1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5NY  

Tel: 812747 or Email: malcolmjwillis@yahoo.com 



Campton & Chicksands Parish Council 

At the last meeting of the Campton & Chicksands parish council, we were 
delighted to learn from PCSO Gill Richardson that there have been no 
reported crimes in the past month! 

There was some discussion on traffic safety, and the fact that since the 
introduction of the 40 mph speed limit on the A507 there have been more 
accidents at the Greenway junction than there had been previously! The 
council will be requesting a traffic survey in the near future, and the Parish 
Plan has identified those areas where residents feel there are traffic 
problems.   

Once again, we have brought to the attention of our Central Beds 
Councillors and the Police the problems being experienced by residents of 
Chicksands when cars of visitors to the council offices are parking on the 
road. Central Beds Council are aware of the problem, which has occurred 
since more council workers have been transferred to work at Chickands, 
and also more large meetings are being held there. Can we persuade them 
that action needs to be taken? The parish council will keep trying. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in Campton Village Hall on 
Wednesday 19th May at 7.30 p.m. and all residents are welcome.  

This will also be the occasion when the Parish Plan 
 is presented to the parish council. 

If you have any comments or queries, please contact the Clerk to the 
parish council, Deryck Irons, on 01234 268111. 

 Chairman. 

ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS 
All Saintsô Church, Campton 

Friday 21st May 
Join ñmature gappersò Martin and Maggie Whiteley telling of their 

experiences 

òVolunteering in the Philippines and Lesothoó  
Doors open at 7.30pm. Talk (with slides) begins at 8.00pm 

Tickets £5.00 (including a glass of wine/soft drink) on the door or in 
advance from 

Linda Garton 01462 819074 or 

linda@grangegardens.co.uk 

mailto:linda@grangegardens.co.uk


Campton Lower School - Healthy Living 

The pupils at Campton Lower School have a lot of activities this term linked 
to Healthy Living:   

¶ Flowers and vegetables are appearing throughout the school 
grounds 

¶ Watering cans are at the ready 

¶ Healthy cooking and eating is a feature in each year group 

¶ Skipping mania will follow the annual skipping workshop 

¶ Additional outside activities are planned 

 Headteacher 

Pippins and Bramley's Pre-School & Out of School Services 

The children have been enjoying the sunny weather and a new topic of mini 
beasts for this half term. The willow igloo (you may remember we planted it 
a couple of months ago) has foliage now and should provide us with shade 
in the hot months to come (we hope!). The children have collected bark, 
logs, moss and sticks to make an insect habitat in the garden. Welcome to 
all the new children/ families who have started this term and also for new 
staff as the group continues to grow. 

 Pre-school Liaison. 

Campton Bellringing News 

Campton ringers are always looking for new people to come and learn to 
ring. Ringing is a very sociable team activity that offers great fun and 
fellowship. Come along one Tuesday, meet our friendly group and find out 
what we do. You can be between the ages of 10 and 70. If you are 
interested please contact John Loveless or Linda Garton on 819074. 

In May this visiting band is coming to ring at All Saints:  

Sunday, May 23, 1.30pm to 4.30pm ï full peal ï Biggleswade District 
ringers 

Tower Captain. 

Campton and Chicksands Barn Dance 2010 

You may all recall that it is usual for Campton Village Hall Management 
Committee to organise a barn dance each summer. This is to help raise 
funds to maintain the Village Hall but also provides a forum for an 
enjoyable evening for Campton and Chicksands. The Committee are 



currently trying to decide whether to proceed with this yearôs barn dance 
and I need to ask for the help of each and every one of you.  

There tends to be limited support for the barn dance in Campton and 
Chicksands, and the way it becomes profitable is that committee members 
sell tickets to family and friends. In addition, the profit raised, whilst 
valuable, tends to be limited; in the region of £250 last year. If we are to 
proceed with this yearôs Barn Dance, the Committee does need an 
indication of the level of support within Campton and Chicksands, and 
whether you would like to attend this enjoyable event.  

A decision will be made at our meeting on Monday 17th May 2010. I would 
be really grateful to hear from anyone who would be able at this stage to 
indicate that they would wish to come to the barn dance; my contact details 
are below. 

Katie@danandkatie.co.uk Tel. No.: 01462 812552 

The date is provisionally set for Saturday 3 July 2010, and I look forward to 
hearing from you. Thank you for continuing to support the village hall so 
that it is available for us all to use and enjoy.  With very best wishes, 

 Chair of the Committee. 

Campton Village Hall - 100 Club winners: 

April 2010 

1st Prize, £50:    29 W. Dawson 

2nd Prize, £30:  141 S. & C. Fuller 

3rd Prize, £20:  189 D. Allingham 

The Rector writes é 

óWisdom is with the aged, and understanding in length of days.ô  Job 12.12 

When my radio woke me up this morning it was to the Radio 4 presenterôs 

reverential words: ñToday is the birthday of Her Majesty the Queen ï we 
wish Her Majesty a very happy birthdayò this was followed by the drum roll 
which usually introduces the National Anthem. 

We regularly hear in the news about how developments in healthcare mean 
that in this country at least we are by and large living longer, and leading 
more fulfilled lives well into old age than at any time in our history. 
Apparently, the Queen sends out more telegrams to her centenarian 
subjects than ever before, and as the older generations tended to marry at 
a young age Her Majesty is also congratulating a record number of couples 
who have reached their Diamond wedding anniversary. 

mailto:Katie@danandkatie.co.uk


Growing older is not without its challenges of course and the care of those 
older people who are physically and mentally frail is a highly charged 
political issue; also never far from the news and especially so as an 
election in imminent.  

The Bible shows that in those days older people were widely respected. 
The Old Testament particularly demonstrates that living to a very great age 
was a sign that you had been highly favoured by God. In some cases the 
men are said to have lived to an improbably old age ï Genesis 11.10 & 11 
for example tells us that Shem lived to over 600 years of age and fathering 
children for all those years too!  

In the New Testament it is the elderly Simeon and Anna who greet Jesus 
as the Messiah when Mary and Joseph come to the Temple to present their 
new born baby to the Lord. 

We however live in a society which by and large tends to celebrate 
youthfulness and vitality rather than age and wisdom. The cosmetics 
industry just stops short of promising its customers an eternal youth with its 
vast array of lotions and potions. The ladies in their advertisements 
invariably show no signs of any wrinkles or blemishes as they vigorously 
rub expensive unguents, with vaguely medical sounding names, into their 
already glowing complexions. An ever growing number of people are willing 
to subject themselves to the surgeonôs scalpel to try and restore what they 
perceive their age to have taken away from them. The popularity of 
cosmetic surgery also means that sadly so many Hollywood actors whose 
faces showed a whole range of emotions in their younger days, now only 
seem to have one expression ï that of looking startled. 

As with most things in life, I guess itôs down to knowing when to stop; in this 
case to stop trying to deny the effects of the aging process: when in other 
words, recognising that its time to accept that our faces will show hopefully 
the wisdom that comes with our years. 

Writing this letter on her birthday it occurs to me that our 84 year old 
monarch has the most wonderfully expressive face; endlessly 
photographed too of course but which indeed reveals the dignity and 
wisdom of her years.  

With every blessing 

SAFARI SUPPER - Thank you to everyone who supported the Safari 
Supper on 24th April, which raised £580 for church funds. 



Womenõs Institute 

It is all about jam if not Jerusalem! 

There was almost a riot at our second óMarch into Summertimeô as the jam 
served with the scones and cream was not of WI standard and also came 
in a squeezy bottle! The tea, nevertheless, was delicious and the hall 
looked beautiful in the sunlight. 

It was a delight to see so many walking and 26 people had tea together. 
Many thanks to all the cake bakers, sandwich makers, flower arrangers and 
washers up, and Margaret our walk leader. 

Our March meeting saw Campton Village Hall return to its original use as a 
straw plait school. Sandra Baker told us about the history of straw plaiting 
in the area and then we all had a go. Many excellent dollies were made and 
decorated but members were warned to be careful where they were hung, 
as the dollies are reported to be fertility symbols. 

After our April meeting you must have noticed the glowing skin of all who 
attended as Lauren Banfield and her friend Amy demonstrated a huge 
range of skin care products from Estee Lauder and Clinique. 

We were able to try out the products and all went home with party bags 
stuffed with skin products. 

Next month is our AGM and fundraising supper, so bring a plate, bowl and 
cutlery to enjoy a hot supper together and elect a new committee. 

The cost for members is £2.50; visitors are welcome at the normal rate for 
guests plus £2.50 for supper. Please ring to book if you are not a member ï 
(01462) 619330 or 811849. 

Advance notice for our June meeting ï our old friend Judith Tollman will be 
the speaker talking about her daughter Kislenôs Indian wedding. All are 
welcome to this evening, bring a friend. There will be no admission fee but 
we will be serving a selection of traditional Indian foods for which a charge 
will be made. 

Please feel welcome to join us on any activities, ring to book in if you are 
not a regular member. 

Kind regards, 

 President. 

Greensand Trust ð Events 

Spring Wildflower Walk, Stockgrove Country Park, Sunday 2nd May, 
10am ï 11.30am. Discover the stunning variety of wild flowers that appear 

in Stockgrove in springtime, with local expert Judith Morley. 

 



Dawn Chorus Walk, Stockgrove Country Park. Saturday 8th May, 
4.30am ï 6.30am. Make an early start and experience the wonder of the 

dawn chorus, with our ranger Bob Hook. Bring your own binoculars. 

Brilliant Butterflies, Sandy Smith Nature Reserve. Saturday 26th June, 
10am ï 12.30pm. Beautiful butterflies love this nature reserve, so why not 
come along and see what makes them brilliant, with our ranger Liz 
Millbank. 

Greensand Ridge Walk, Heath & Reach ï Linslade. Saturday 31st July, 
10am start. 6km/3.7miles. Put on your boots and join ranger Bob Holland 
to walk part of the Greensand Ridge Walk to finish at Tiddenfoot Waterside 
Park, ready to join in the festivities at the Linslade Canal Festival. 

Heathland Discovery Walk, Stockgrove Country Park. Sunday 22nd 
August, 10am ï 12.30pm. Heathland is a very rare habitat. Learn the 
secrets of this special place, and the work being done to restore it to its 
former glory, with our ecologist Phil Irving. 

Autumn Fruit Walk, Stockgrove Country Park. Sunday 19th 
September, 10am-11.30am. Autumn, the season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness. Learn about the variety of fruits that can be found around 
Stockgrove country park with local expert Judith Morley. 

Autumn Birds Walk, Stockgrove Country Park. Saturday 23rd October, 
11am ï 1.30pm. Join ranger Bob Hook to meet the migrant birds on the 
move for winter that stop off in Stockgrove Country Park. Bring your own 
binoculars. 

Tree Trail Walk, Flitwick Manor Park. Saturday 13th November, 11am ï 
1.30pm. Meet the veteran trees and other interesting inhabitants of Flitwick 
Manor Park with our Community Development officer Lorna Walker. 

New Years Day Greensand Ridge Walk. Saturday 1st January 2011, 
10am start. 8km/5 miles. Put on your boots and make a bracing start to 

the New Year by walking a section of the Greensand Ridge, accompanied 
by our ranger Bob Holland, from Maulden to Ampthill. 

Costs per walk if booked separately will be £2 per adult and £1 per child for 
half day walks, £3 per adult and £1 per child for full day walks. Booking for 
each event is required, and operates on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. Sturdy footwear is 
recommended for all walks. 

Passport 2010 Adult Passport £10, Child Passport £5 

The Passport will entitle holders to attend walks and make a saving of more 
than half the cost of booking separately! So what are you waiting for? 
Contact the Greensand Trust to buy your Passport now and get walking!  

Email: info@greensandtrust.org or Tel: 01525 378101, 
www.greensandtrust.org 

Please visit www.greensandtrust.org./events.html for information on other 
events and walks throughout the year which may be of interest. 



Pew News 

The first week of April was Holy Week in which we followed in the footsteps 
of Jesus from Palm Sunday, with the Agape Supper at Clophill, then the 
Easter Vigil and so to the triumph of Easter Sunday. At these events we 
shared Services with Haynes and Clophill, meeting friends and making new 
ones. 

On Good Friday we had the Childrenôs Workshop run by Audrey Brand and 
helped by many willing hands. Thank you to the mums and dads who 
stayed with the little ones. The older children set up the beautiful Easter 
Garden and even the Rector made a hat! 

Easter Sunday was a great climax to the week. The Church was beautifully 
decorated, for which we thank the happy band of flower ladies. We 
welcomed so many friends and their families for the familiar hymns and 
readings. And after the service, while tea and coffee were served, the 
youngsters enjoyed the egg racing in the sunny Churchyard. 

The services each month at All Saintsô follow a regular pattern: 

1
st
 Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

2
nd

 Sunday is Morning Prayer at 11am. 

3
rd

 Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

4
th
 Sunday has 8am Communion (B.C.P.) and then Family Praise at 11am 

to which we welcome all ages. We have toys, books and a quiet escape 
room for children who canôt last the 40 minutes! 

When there is a 5
th
 Sunday as in May, we join our Benefice partners, 

Haynes and Clophill in turn. Sunday 30
th
 May we visit our friends in Clophill 

at 10am. We look forward to welcoming you 

Keeping our Church clean - Can you spare an occasional hour? At the 
moment a small band of people clean the church. Itôs not hard work but we 
would love to recruit more volunteers. If you feel that you could help us- no 
matter how occasionally it may be please contact Deborah Maggs  01462 
851057. Thank you 

It seems that metal theft is back on the agenda. We've had reports of two 
churches in the Archdeaconry suffering from thefts of lead in the last few 
days, so please could I ask you to be good neighbours to All Saints We are 
not expecting any works to be done to the church in the near future so 
anyone on the roof (apart from people you will recognise) is there without 
permission. 

 If you see anyone, please call 999 straightaway & report it, then let me 
Kathy.Taylor@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk) (816108/ 07946 731922),  or 
work 01234 716348 or Sue (811849) know. 

 Churchwardens. 

mailto:Kathy.Taylor@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk


Flower Festival, All Saintsô Church, Campton - A Celebration of Village 

Life, Past and Present 

During the weekend of Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th June, our lovely 13th 
century village church will be full of beautiful flower arrangements, 
photographs and artefacts, all depicting aspects of village life in Campton 
over the centuries.  

Displays will include  

the fascinating history of the village 

our links with the military, both British and American 

our links with Robert Bloomfield, the pastoral poet 

the village school 

the village pub 

family life é were you baptised or married here? 

village occupations 

past and present activities é who could ever forget those village 
pantomimes!  

The flower displays, by Campton flower arrangers and members of Clophill 
Flower Club, are being co-ordinated by Carolyn Cranswick, who has 
arranged flowers in Westminster Abbey. They will be stunning!  

There will of course be refreshments too - ploughmansô lunches and teas, 
with home-made cakes in abundance! In addition, children can have fun 
entering our competitions or treasure hunt, or you can buy plants for your 
gardens on our plant stall.  

This will be an event not to be missed é we look forward to seeing you, 
and bring along your family and friends too! 

Charity Quiz Nights at the White Hart 

Fundraising Quiz Nights are held every last Wednesday of the month. 

Following Decemberôs Christmas Quiz, a final cheque of Ã500 was 
presented to Keech Cottage Childrenôs Hospice to complete a total for 
2009 of just under a thousand pounds. 

Januarysô first 2010 quiz raised Ã75 for Gravenhurst and Villages Pre-
School (towards a sensory garden), while in February our intrepid quizzers 
realised a £70 donation to The Starlight Foundation (for seriously and 
terminally ill children), followed in March by the óchocolateyô evening of the 
Easter Quiz raising £75 for the Home Farm Trust in Shefford (caring for 
people with autism and/or severe learning disabilities). 



Although our quiz nights are usually quite well supported we can always 
find room for a few more óquizzersô....charities are still feeling the pinch and 
for an entry fee of £1.50 per person your help will go a long way! We even 
treat you to some snacks during the evening and youôll find our bar prices 
amongst the most competitive in the area ï so please have a word with 
some friends, even relatives, up to six in a team, and join us for a cheap 
but fun night out for a worthy cause, starting between 8.15pm and 8.30pm 
(we try to finish by 11pm) every last Wednesday of the month ï sorry no 
children, pets, or óphone a friendô. 

Other activities include 

Local Summer Darts League ï Tuesdays from approx. 8.30pm. 

Petanque Club ï Tuesdays from 7.30pm. 

Local Crib League ï Thursdays from approx. 8.30pm. 

New participants always warmly welcomed for the above; you donôt need to 
be good at anything but enjoying a fun, friendly night out! Just enquire 
within the pub for more details or phone us on (01462) 812657 

 Mine Host. 

All Saintsõ Church Flower Festival, Campton 

A Celebration of Village Life, Past and Present  

Saturday 5th June and Sunday 6th June 
Displays of floral arrangements, artifacts and photographs 

Lunches and teas. Childrenôs competition. 
Book the date now and watch this space for further details! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
Please plant seeds or do some extra cuttings for our plant stall,  

Or 
would you be willing to bake cakes?, 

 provide old photographs of the village?, 
Or 

help with stewarding during the Flower Festival weekend? 
Please contact Linda if you are able to help with any of the following: 

Donations of raffle/tombola prizes. (We are happy to collect). 
Providing plant cuttings, 

Baking cakes, 
Lending us old photographs of the village.  

(These will be scanned and returned to you) 
Helping during the weekend  

(stewarding, serving refreshments, helping on stalls etc!)  
Please contact Linda on 01462 819074 / linda@grangegardens.co.uk 

THANK YOU! 

mailto:linda@grangegardens.co.uk


 

A red ride-on lawnmower was stolen from a garden in Greenway on 
Thursday 22nd April. If you have any information about this theft please 
contact the police on 01234 841212. Please be vigilant. If you see anything 
suspicious please take details of vehicles etc. and inform the police.  
Thank you. 

 Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator 

Additional articles and further information about the Parish, including its history, diary 
dates, walks etc., is available on the website. 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk 

Information for the website should be sent to 
webmaster@camptonandchichsands.org.uk 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk/


Parish Newsletter Diary of Events for May 

Sat 1 1.30pm 

4.15pm 

Oakley Sports v Campton, Recreation Ground. 

Campton Reserves v Sandy, Recreation Ground. 

Wed 5 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall. 

Thu 6 10.25am ï 

10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

Sat 8 9am Shefford Farmerôs Market, High Street. 

Wed 12 7.30pm Womenôs Institute. 

Wed 19 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting 

Presentation of Parish Plan 

Mon 24  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Wed 26 2pm ï 3pm 

8.15pm 

Mobile Police Station, outside All Saintsô Church. 

Charity Quiz Night, White Hart. 

Thu 27 10.25am ï 

10.45am  

3pm ï 4pm 

Mobile Library, Greenway . 

 

Mobile Police Station, Truman Place. 

Also: 

Tuesdays    3.40pm Children's dance classes, Village Hall. 

    7.30pm Bellringing practice, All Saintsô Church. 

  7.30pm Petanque Club, White Hart. 

  8.30pm Local Summer Darts League, White Hart. 

Wednesdays 10.00am Pottery Group, Kiln Farmhouse. 

  3.50pm Children's dance classes, Campton Lower School. 

Thursdays   2.00pm Carpet Bowls, Village Hall. 

  8.30pm Local Crib League, White Hart. 

Fridays    9.30am Margaretôs Walks, Greenway. 

    10.00am Baby and Toddler, Village Hall. 

 
 


