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Campton Lower òan outstanding schooló 
 

Welcome to the Campton and Chicksands Newsletter 

Published by the Parish Council 
 

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including in the Diary of Events?  
Is there something you want to share with the rest of the community? 

Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.  
Items should be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

 
Editor:  1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5NY  

Tel: 812747 or Email: malcolmjwillis@yahoo.com 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Campton Lower Schoolôs Ofsted Inspection took place over two days ï 12th and 
13th January 2010. 

For Campton Lower Schoolôs full Ofsted Report ï please search ñOfsted Report 
Campton Lower Schoolò at www.ofsted.gov.uk/reports/  
As is now normal with current Ofsted arrangements, we were given two days 
notice during which time we were asked to send out the Ofsted parent/carer 
questionnaires. 

An Ofsted Inspection is a very intensive experience. At Campton Lower the 
Inspection team consisted of two inspectors ï one scrutinising the schoolôs 
safeguarding procedures and the other, the Lead Inspector Mr. Phillip Mann, 
observing many lessons throughout the school and having discussions with the 
Headteacher and groups of staff, governors, parents/carers and pupils. 

Ofsted Inspection judgements are based on evidence over time, generally the 
previous three years.  

March 28th  and summer has arrived!  

 
Come and ôMarch into Summertimeõ with us: 

Up and around Crackle Hill, past the swings and back to 

the village hall for an old fashioned W.I. tea.  

Leaving village hall at 2.30pm.  Tea at 4pm.  

£3 per head   BRING FRIENDS   Everyone welcome 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/reports/


Thirty separate judgements using national criteria are made on: 

¶ How well pupils are doing taking account of any variation 

¶ How effective is the provision 

¶ How effective are Leadership and Management 

¶ How effective is the Early Years Foundation Stage 

and then on the overall effectiveness: 

¶ How good is the school 

Extracts from Campton Lower Schoolôs Ofsted Report 

¶ ñThis is a highly effective schoolé.ò 

¶ ñSince the previous inspection, extremely good leadership and 
management have driven forward many improvements.ò 

¶  ñéteaching in all classes is always good and often outstanding.ò 

¶ ñThe level of care, guidance and support demonstrated by staff to all 
pupils is outstanding.ò 

¶ ñPupils quickly grow in confidence, feel valued and demonstrate very 
positive attitudes towards learning.ò 

¶ ñAttendance is excellent because pupils love coming to this school.ò 

¶ ñébehaviour in lessons and around the school is excellent.ò 

¶ ñThe partnership with parents is excellent. Parents find the staff easy to 
talk to about any issues and concerns.ò 

¶ ñThe regularly updated óLearning Platformô é.is available to all parents 
whether they be at home or serving aboard, keeping them in touch with 
what their child is learning at school.ò 

¶ ñThe governing body is highly organised and works closely with the 
Headteacher and staff to oversee school improvement for the benefit of 
the whole community.ò 

What Inspection Judgments mean 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding school 
provides exceptionally well for all its pupilsô needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school.  A school that is 
good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality.  A satisfactory school 
is providing adequately for its pupils 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 
inadequate school needs to make significant improvements in 
order to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted inspectors will 
make further visits until it improves. 

 Headteacher 



 

 

Gravenhurst & Villages Pre-School and Out of School Services 

It has quite literally been an out-standing month for the group which started with 
an Ofsted inspection at our new premises; 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision  

ñOverall the quality of the provision is outstanding.ò 

ñThe nursery is highly effective and outcomes for children are consistently good 
and exemplary in significant areas. Highly effective partnerships between parents, 
carers and other professionals ensure individual children's needs are met and 
their protection assured. Leadership and management, including the capacity for 
sustained improvement are outstanding.ò 

The goal of every group is to provide an outstanding service and opportunity to 
both children and families; we were therefore delighted to be awarded our third 
'outstanding' report in a row.  

The inspector was not only impressed with current practise at the setting, but also 
the enthusiasm for future projects. This includes the development of the garden 
area, which received £75, proceeds from the White Hart quiz night in January. 
This will go towards our plans for a raised flower bed for wheelchair users and a 
sensory path. Thank you to Jerry and White Hart regulars. 

They say good luck comes in threes and the month was topped off when the 
group won 'photograph of the week' in Nursery World magazine for a picture 
showing the children exploring in snow covered woods. The group was awarded 
£30 of children's books as their prize. Well done to everyone! 

Campton & Chicksands Parish Council 

Have you noticed the new Campton village sign? The original roundels have been 
refurbished and replaced on a new wooden signboard. 

At the February meeting of the Parish Council, PC Steve Busby introduced Sgt. 
Rivers, who has joined the Shefford area, leading the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team. If you have any concerns, please contact the Shefford Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (which also includes PCSOs Gill Richardson and Rachel 
Keen) on 01234 842567 or email SNT.Shefford@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk   

The Parish Council has been considering the draft Parish Plan, and making 
recommendations. We are delighted that so many good ideas for enhancing our 
community life are coming through, and we will look at priorities for action in the 
near future.   

mailto:SNT.Shefford@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk


Confirmation has been received in the Central Bedfordshire Local Development 
Framework that no residential development sites have been allocated for 
Campton & Chicksands for the next few years. 

The annual Highways ówalkaboutô in Campton & Chicksands has now been 
carried out, and we look forward to hearing about priorities and timescales for the 
outstanding issues. 

The Chairman of Governors of Campton Lower School, Dr. Bill Radley, 
announced the óOutstandingô OFSTED rating which had been achieved in 
January. The Parish Council has sent congratulations to the Headteacher, 
teaching and support staff, governors and, most of all, the pupils for achieving this 
great success.   

 Chairman. 

 

Just Supper!  

Donõt feel like cooking when you get home at the end of the week? 

Let us do the cooking for you é and the washing up! 

Come and meet other villagers.  

Informal 2 course supper. £10 per person.  

Friday 5th March, 7.30pm at 1 Elm Close  

To book your place please phone Gill or Mac Maclaren on 851380  

(Max of 10 people ð fi rst come, first served.)  

 Proceeds to All Saints Church  

 

The Safari Supper Returns! 

On Saturday 24th April. Do put the date in your diaries now and watch this space 
for further details, 

Or contact Linda Garton on 819074 or linda@grangegardens.co.uk 

 

Campton Village Hall - 100 Club winners: 

January 2010 

1st Prize, £50:  154 L. Tyler. 

2nd Prize, £30:    46 M. Oran. 

3rd Prize, £20:    85 A. Baker. 

 Chair of the Committee. 

mailto:linda@grangegardens.co.uk


The Rector and Churchwardens write é 

Crunch time for All Saintsõ Church 

Balancing the household budget is something that we all have to struggle with at 
some point in our lives and it is no different for the Church Council at All Saintsô 
church. We are currently facing an annual deficit on our income in the order of 
£5000 a year and our modest financial reserves are almost gone.  

Thanks to a legacy some years ago (which could only be spent on the fabric of 
the church) the church building is in a good state of repair. However, the problem 
we have is that in the near future we will not be able to meet our financial 
obligations to the Diocese for the cost to them of providing ministry here. 

The Church Council are working hard to try and prevent All Saintsô going the way 
of the nearby Gravenhurst churches which were closed for a lack of support. The 
members of the congregation have increased their own giving to the church, and 
we hope to boost our income by letting out the church and its meeting room as a 
rehearsal and concert venue, and as a suitable place for small meetings. We are 
working closely with the Parish Council and the Village Hall to work together on 
fundraising projects. 

What is clear from the published results of the recent Parish Plan questionnaire is 
that there is a huge amount of goodwill to All Saintsô; as a church community we 
are determined to do our best to build upon that goodwill to secure All Saintsô 
future as a living place of worship in the village. 

The harsh reality is that unless we can significantly improve the level of financial 
support for All Saintsô, it is inevitable that its viability as a living place of worship 
will increasingly be called into question.  

We recognise that not everyone wants to be a part of the regular congregation; 
but nonetheless want to see their village church remain open.  

How you can help 

Fundraising skills 

Do you have particular fundraising skills that you could offer to help the church? 
Or would you be willing just to offer your time and energy at a particular 
fundraising event? 

Use of the building to raise funds 

Are you able to recommend All Saintsô to those looking for a meeting place: either 
on a regular basis or for a one off event? Are you able to suggest ways in which 
we could improve its marketability in this area? 

Directly  

We are very grateful to all those who support the Gift Day held each year; we can 
of course accept donations at any time of the year! Some people, particularly 
those on modest incomes, find it easier to contribute regularly on a monthly basis. 
The Government will boost the value of any taxpayerôs donation through use of 
the Gift Aid scheme. 



If you want to help save the future of All Saintsô Church in Campton & Chicksands 
please contact one of us: 

 Tel. 01234 381235 

 Tel. 01462 816108 

 Tel. 01462 811849 

News from the Tower 

In March these visiting bands are coming to ring at All Saints: 

Saturday, March 13, 10.30am  - 11.15am, RAF Guild outing. 

Monday,  March 15,    2.30pm  -   5.30pm, full peal, Amersham Ringers. 

Sunday,   March 28,    1.30pm  -   4.30pm, full peal, Northern Ireland Ringers. 

Pew News 

January and February have been so cold and grey that it is really great to see the 
snowdrops in the Churchyard flowering so happily. 

There is a great deal of tidying to be done in the grounds and we are planning our 
annual work party to be nearer to Easter.  If anyone would like to help with the 
work, please contact me.  There are all sorts of jobs - you don't have to be an 
expert!! 

March 19th is the next Armchair Traveller evening, this time to Everest.  After the 
success of Gill and Mac's Evening in Spain we look forward to welcoming you all 
again. Tickets are £5 from Linda Garton (01462 819074) or at the door. If anyone 
is interested in hiring the Oakley Room at Church as a small meeting room please 
also contact Linda. 

Easter is in the first week of April this year, so please check in the Church Porch 
for all service times, we look forward to seeing you then. 

 (811849), Churchwarden. 

Going potty? 

At Kiln Farm we are practicing the ancient craft of pottery. From Wednesday 
March 3rd, I am starting a beginnerôs class in my studio at the back of Kiln 
Farmhouse. It will be weekly, from 10am to 12 Midday with a maximum of five 
people.  

The cost is £10 per session, (to cover materials, firing, etc.). There is no age limit, 
just an open attitude to a little mess and a good sense of humour. You may even 
produce some pots for your cuttings!! If you are interested please contact me on: 
01462 819274 or email: sallycstrong@hotmail.com.  

 Potter. 

 

mailto:sallycstrong@hotmail.com


Campton Plantation 

On Sunday 14
th
 

February local residents 
from Campton, 
Chicksands and 
Shefford accepted 
Trevor Smithôs open 
invitation to tour 
Campton Plantation and 
hear about future plans, 
(see Januaryôs 
newsletter).  

Trevor is the 
Countryside Sites 
Officer for Central 
Bedfordshire Council. 

Unfortunately several large oak trees have had to be cut down recently because 
of a deadly disease whose common name is ñSudden Oak Deathò.  

Three large trunks have been left and these will be carved into themed ótotem 
polesô. One will depict the kinds of birds and animals you can expect to see in the 
wood. The other two will be carved using suggestions from local people. One will 
be for Shefford and the other for Campton and Chicksands.  

The larger parts of trees that have been cut down will be made into benches and 
seats for people visiting the wood and there will also be a picnic table carved in 
the shape of a dragonfly.  

Trevor is still seeking ideas as to what should be carved to represent Campton 
and Chicksands. The wood sculptures have been commissioned and Trevor is 
looking for a start date of the 22

nd
 March.  

If you have any ideas you can email Trevor.Smith@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.  

There will be a óMeet the Chainsaw Artistsô day on Saturday 6th March when 
people are invited to go along anytime between 10am and 4pm to meet the artists 
who will be doing the carving.  

This will also be an opportunity for people to bring along their ideas for other 
sculptures and the ótotemô poles. 

While the majority of the area will remain unchanged a small section of the wood, 
known as óthe Dellô, will be designated as a natural play facilities area for children. 

The improvements are being devised to enhance the enjoyment of the woodland 
for everyone.  

There will be some small tasks that need doing throughout the year to enhance 
the woodland and Trevor is looking for volunteers to become a óFriends of 
Campton Plantationô working group. 

 Anyone interested and would like to know more should contact Trevor. 

 



Public Rights of Way 

Due to the inclement weather contractors have so far been unable to repair the 
bridge across the ditch on the footpath adjacent to Beadlow Manor golf course. 
New waymarkers and maps are being sited along the footpaths leading from Mill 
Lane to Shefford and Meppershall. Future work includes; litter picking, repairing 
the smaller bridge by óCurlyôsô bench, finding a solution to the problem of flooding 
where the John Bunyan Trail runs under the A507 into Shefford and the summer 
maintenance of the path following  the side of the river. 

 P3 volunteer. 

Carpet Bowls 

A few weeks ago the crème-de-la-crème of Campton took on the might of 
Shefford in a battle of epic proportions. Campton playing away from home were at 
a distinct disadvantage by having to play on a flat surface! To add to their troubles 
their tea was served in cups with saucers! How the team yearned for the humps 
and hollows of their beloved village hall floor and the plethora of eclectic mugs. 

Unfortunately a few of our players didnôt travel well and were below par. However 
the team rallied around and eventually achieved a respectable second place. The 
return match is awaited with interest. 

If you enjoy afternoon tea and biscuits and donôt mind the distraction of a few 
ends of bowls in between, why not join us on Thursday afternoons, 2pm. in 
Campton village hall. 

Parish Website 

Do you have a local trade or business that you would like to add to the 'local 
trades' page of the Parish website? If so, please let me have your details. 

This is a FREE service. 

 6 Greenway, webmaster@camptonandchicksands.org.uk 

Police Mobile Unit  

The day that the police mobile unit visits the Parish has changed. Visits will no 
longer be on the last Friday of the month. Visits will now be on the:  

Last Wednesday of the month 

Time: 14:00 - 15:00 

Location: Corner by All Saintôs Church, Campton  

and 

Last Thursday of the month 

Time: 15:00 - 16:00 

Location: Truman Place, Chicksands  

If you have any issues or concerns that you would like to discuss or you would 
just like to pop by and meet your local Safer Neighbourhood Team please feel 
free to drop in. 

http://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/neighbourhood_teams/teams/cb_shefford.htm 



Armchair Travellers  

At  All Saintsõ Church, Campton 

Friday 19 th  March  

òDestination 8850m,  

Two Suffolk Teachersõ Ascent of Everestó 

Doors open at 7.30pm. Talk (with slides) begins at 8.00pm  

Tickets £5.00 (including a glass of wine/soft drink)  

on the door or in advance from Linda Garton 01462 819074 or 

linda@grangegardens.co.uk 

Proceeds to National Heart Foundation and All Saintsõ Church 

 

From an elderly resident: 

ñThe Electricity men worked so hard for so long in the foul weather during the 
recent power cut in the village. At 2.30am they were still working there!  

Thank You.ò  

 

READING GROUP VACANCIES  
Do you like reading?  

Do you like to chat about the books youõve read? 

One of our reading groups has vacancies.  

They meet at Shefford library once a month on a Wednesday afternoon.  

They will be having a òNew Membersó drop in at Shefford Library on 

Wednesday 3 rd  March from 2pm ð 4pm.  

Come along and meet other members of the group, without obligation  

and ask any questions over a cup of tea and a biscuit.  

For further information, contact:  

Carol Forse, Library Manager, Shefford Library on 0300 300 8067  

 

 

 

mailto:linda@grangegardens.co.uk


 

Marathon Madness 

I am taking part in the London Marathon 25
th
 April 2010 and I am running in aid of 

Coeliac UK. Coeliac UK are a charity who support people with coeliac disease 
and the related skin condition, Dermatitis Herpetiformis. 

This is a massive challenge for me, but also an ambition realised. Both my 
daughter Hannah and I have coeliac disease. I was mis-diagnosed for over 20 
years, suffering with terrible stomach pain, finally a local GP picked up on my 
symptoms, and the tests were positive. Sticking to a gluten free diet has been a 
chore, but at least this condition can be treated.  

Two years ago, I noticed that Hannah had similar symptoms and after some tests 
at Great Ormond Street Hospital which were positive, she too now has to follow a 
gluten free diet. This means no wheat, rye, oats or barley. So no cakes, pizza, 
bread, pasta, biscuits, and some more obscure products like cheap coke and 
some crisps. It has been really hard for Hannah, aged only 6 when diagnosed she 
has coped extremely well, better than me sometimes.  

Coeliac UK have been a great help. They do not receive any government funding, 
so they rely on donations. The food directory that all members receive is our 
bible, and the helpline has been exactly that, a huge help. I really want to give 
something back to them, to help the research so that others do not suffer as long 
as I did. If you would like to make a donation and help raise the £1,000 target 
please enter your details on a sponsorship form or go to my webpage  
  www.justgiving.com/Elise-Walters 

I know times are hard for many of us, I am so grateful for your donation.   

Wish me luck.  

*

*Editorôs note: Elise is one of a handful of volunteers who help to distribute the 
Newsletter every month. 

 

March 28th  and summer has arrived!  

 
Come and ôMarch into Summertimeõ with us: 

Up and around Crackle Hill, past the swings and back to 

the village hall for an old fashioned W.I. tea.  

Leaving village hall at 2.30pm.  Tea at 4pm.  

£3 per head   BRING FRIENDS   Everyone welcome 

http://www.justgiving.com/Elise-Walters


Parish Newsletter Diary of Events for March 

Mon 1  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Wed 3 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall. 

Thu 4 10.25am - 

10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

Sat 6 10am-4pm 

2pm 

Meet the Chainsaw Artists, Campton Plantation 

Campton Reserves v FC Meppershall, Recreation Ground. 

Wed 10 7.30pm Womenôs Institute. 

Sat 13 9am 

2pm 

Shefford Farmerôs Market, High Street. 

Campton v Westoning Recreation Club, Recreation Ground. 

Fri 19 7.30pm Armchair Travellers, Ascent of Everest, All Saintsô Church. 

Mon 22  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Wed 24 8.15pm Charity Quiz Night, White Hart. 

Thu 25 10.25am - 

10.45am 

3pm ï 4pm 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

 

Mobile Police Station, Truman Place. 

Sat 27 2pm Campton Res v Caldecote Reserves, Recreation Ground. 

Sun 28 2.30pm WI óMarch into Summertimeô, meet at Village Hall. 

Wed 31 2pm ï 3pm Mobile Police Station, outside All Saintsô Church. 

See ôPew Newsõ for details of Church services and group meetings. 

Also: 

Tuesdays 3.40pm Children's dance classes, Village Hall. 
8.30pm Darts Winter League, White Hart. 

Wednesdays 10.00am Pottery Group, Kiln Farmhouse. 
3.50pm Children's dance classes, Campton Lower School. 

Thursdays 2.00pm Carpet Bowls, Village Hall. 
8.30pm Dominoes, White Hart. 

Fridays  9.30am Margaretôs Walks, Greenway. 
  10.00am Baby and Toddler, Village Hall. 

Additional articles and further information about the Parish, including its history, diary dates, walks 
etc., is available on the website. 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk 
Information for the website should be sent to webmaster@camptonandchichsands.org.uk 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk/

