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When was this photograph taken? Find this out and much more at the  
Flower Festival, June 5

th
 & 6

th
, All Saints‟ Church Campton. 

A Celebration of Village Life, Past and Present 

Welcome to the Campton and Chicksands Newsletter 

Published by the Parish Council 

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including in the Diary?  

Is there something you want to share with the rest of the community? 

Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.  

Items should be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

Editor:  1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5NY  

Tel: 812747 or Email: malcolmjwillis@yahoo.com 



Campton & Chicksands Parish Council 

The Annual General Meeting of Campton & Chicksands Parish Council was 
held on 2nd May, and Councillor Mrs. Carol Sawyers has been re-elected 
as Chairman for the current year, and Councillor Reg Webb was elected as 
Vice Chairman. 

The Campton & Chicksands Annual Parish Meeting took place on 19th 
May, and reports were given to residents on various aspects of the village 
community. 

As Chairman, I thanked all the councillors for their continued support and 
went through the various responsibilities they have accepted over the past 
year. 

Our two representatives on Central Bedfordshire Council, Tony Brown and 
Lewis Birt, gave information on current and future actions.   

Councillor Neil Francis gave a report on the maintenance of Campton 
Recreation Ground, and the actions which are currently underway to 
improve the safety surface, painting the gates and replacing the coping 
stone on one of the gate posts. 

The Parish Plan has now been completed, and a summary will be delivered 
to each household in Campton & Chicksands.  On behalf of the parish 
council I thanked the Parish Plan Steering Committee members – Malcolm 
& Libby Newman, Steve Curtis, Bill Radley, Angela Hayes, Malcolm Willis – 
and everyone who helped with the completion of this project; those who 
joined sub committees, delivered and collected questionnaires, attended 
consultations – and also the many residents who completed and returned 
the questionnaires giving their views on various aspects of life in Campton 
& Chicksands. 

Councillor Steve Curtis introduced the Parish Plan, and explained the 
process which had taken place from conception through to printing.  The 
next step will be to prioritise the actions, and start putting some of the ideas 
into practice.   

We are looking for people who are willing to help with this, and to start with, 
we are holding a meeting of anyone interested on Tuesday 15th June in the 
committee room of Campton Village Hall, at 7.30pm.  Please come along if 
you can – no heavy commitment, just join in for those areas you are 
interested in. 

Malcolm Willis gave a report on his volunteer commitment as P3 
representative in the parish, whereby he helps to keep the public footpaths 
clear and available for use.  Malcolm is also a volunteer warden at the 
Sandy Smith Nature Reserve, and spoke briefly about the future plans. 



Many thanks to those who attend the Annual Meeting and throughout the 
year have supported the Parish Council in many ways. 

Parish Plan ð Moving Forward 

There will be a meeting in the committee room of the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 15th June, at 7.30 p.m. for those who are interested in looking at 
the priorities raised by the Parish Plan, and moving forward to implement 
those actions. 

If you are unable to attend, but you are still willing to assist, please contact 
the Clerk to the Council, Deryck Irons on 01234 268111 or 

Deryckirons@aol.com so that we can keep you informed of progress. 

 Chairman. 

Every household in the parish is receiving a summary of the Parish Plan 
which contains all the proposed actions. If you would like to read the full 
Plan it is available at Shefford library and on the Campton and Chicksands 
website. Additional articles and further information about the Parish, 
including its history, diary dates, walks etc., is available on the website. 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk 

Information for the website should be sent to 
webmaster@camptonandchicksands.org.uk 

Campton Lower School 

Stolen Lead Alert 

We have had two incidents of lead stolen from the school in the last six 
months: on the evening of Thursday 17th December 2009 (the night of the 
snow blizzard) and on the evening (we think) of Wednesday 12th May 
2010. 

If anyone in the area has information about suspicious activities at either of 
these times please contact the School Office or report directly to the local 
police. 

We think it likely that a van was parked in the school driveway and access 
was gained on the canopied side of the school. 

School Vacancy for Kitchen Assistant (permanent job) 

If you (or anyone of your acquaintance) are interested in this position, 
please contact the School Office for further details.   

 Headteacher 

mailto:Deryckirons@aol.com
http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@camptonandchicksands.org.uk


Pippins and Bramley's Pre-School & Out of School Services 

Continuing our theme of mini beasts, the children have been making 
butterflies and caterpillars, the latter have been put in cocoons (brown 
paper bags). We are looking forward to opening them up in a couple of 
weeks to see what has happened to the caterpillars in the cocoons. We 
now also have tadpoles in our water tank and have been learning about the 
life cycle of frogs. Responding to the children's interest of current affairs (no 
not the election!), we have been making volcano models. Many children 
were either affected personally or knew people who were stranded by 
impact of volcanic ash and have been sharing their knowledge/ keen to find 
out more. 

On a staffing level, congratulations to Alison (playleader/manager) who is 
coming to the end of the first year of her degree and has achieved some 
excellent grades. Julia (deputy) has embarked on an ECAT course (Every 
Child A Talker) aimed at developing language and communication. I have 
attended courses on Playwork observations & theories, as well as 
Developing Elemental Play (fire, water, wind and air activities). 

All in all, another busy month. 

 Pre-school Liaison. 

 

Campton Bellringing News 

The big event in June is Campton‟s Flower Festival over the weekend of 
June 5 and 6. The event has been very widely publicized to ringers and 
there will be ringing on both the Saturday and Sunday. We hope to attract 
bellringers from far and wide to come to the Flower Festival and ring our 
excellent new bells.  

There will also be a „Have a go‟ opportunity for anyone curious to see what 
it‟s like to ring church bells! 

In June these visiting bands are coming to ring at All Saints‟:  

Friday, June 11, 3pm to 6pm 

Full Peal by members of the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths 

Friday, June 18, 3pm to 3.45pm approx 

Quarter Peal by Biggleswade Area Ringers 

Tower Captain. 

 



The Rector writes é 

óEven a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his 

lips, he is deemed intelligent.ô Proverbs 17.28 

Silence can seem like a rare commodity in the hustle and bustle of modern 
life. We can now publicise even the most mundane details of our lives on 
Facebook®; tweet our news and opinions across the globe with the help of 
Twitter®. As I write this letter a twittering trade union leader has just been 
caught out with his indiscreet announcements from what should have been 
a top secret meeting between his Union and British Airways. 

It seems an Iphone® or a Blackberry® is the latest must have accessory: 
so that wherever we are in the world we can surf the web, send and receive 
emails, text our family and friends, update our social networking profile, 
make an entry on our blog; and of course I almost forgot – make „phone 
calls!  

These developments in communications technology are of course not 
without their considerable benefits, but the downside is that there is 
inevitably so much sound and fury also pinging across the airwaves all day 
every day. In the dark ages not so long ago, when people had to rely on 
writing letters, there was always plenty of opportunity to tear the letter up 
before it finally dropped into one of the Royal Mail‟s post boxes. Even the 
angriest of „phone calls will fade from memory in time. But the ability to click 
„SEND‟ on an email, blog update, a tweet or a Facebook entry, albeit 
quickly and conveniently; if done carelessly can wreak lasting 
repercussions. The aphorism „act in haste and repent at leisure‟ seems to 
be apposite here. 

From a Christian perspective being silent at times is not just good for public 
relations it is also good for our souls too. It is in the times of silent prayer 
that we can listen to God – for he finds it just as difficult to make himself 
heard over the constant chatter as does anyone else. The bishop expects 
his clergy to take an annual retreat each year or if that is not possible 
because of family circumstances, to have regular „quiet‟ days throughout 
the year. On these occasions the „phone and the laptop are left behind, or 
at least locked away in the glove box of the car: there is then the chance to 
be quiet, calm and reflective in the presence of God.  

A retreat or a quiet day is not just something only for the clergy though. 
Anyone can carve out such time for themselves formally at a retreat house 
or at an organised quiet day; or informally by just „dipping out‟ for some 
time alone with God. Do remember to warn your nearest and dearest 
beforehand though, by electronic means if necessary, so that they do not 
worry if they find you unavailable for however long it is you‟ve set aside for 



yourself! If that seems too much why not decide to go out for a walk on 
your own in your lunch hour one day, not to carry on fretting about work of 
course; but to consciously set aside some precious time for you and your 
relationship with God. 

With every blessing 

Armchair Travellers 

Just over 40 people, from as far afield as Suffolk and London, came to All 
Saints Church on Friday 21st May for the third in the series of Armchair 
Travellers talks.  

Martin and Maggie Whiteley, bellringers who live in Bedford but often ring 
at Campton, recounted their recent experiences as volunteers in the 
Philippines and Lesotho. In a remote island in the Philippines, they helped 
to put up a new classroom ceiling, as well as painting the buildings of the 
local primary school, with the enthusiastic help of the pupils! The children 
also taught Martin that you don‟t need running shoes to go running and that 
you can in fact run much faster in flip flops!  

At an orphanage in the beautiful mountain kingdom of Lesotho, they met 
the challenge of building a field kitchen (not something of which they had 
too much previous experience!) and turned haphazard piles of donated 
books in a hitherto shelf-less classroom into a well organised library. It was 
a fascinating and extremely thought provoking presentation, with tales of 
some of the inspirational people that they met and some wonderful 
photographs. Martin and Maggie certainly made a big contribution in both 
of the communities in which they stayed. 

Do join us for our next talk on Friday 16th July when Sally and Christopher 
Strong will tell us about a train journey from Flitwick. Possibly nothing too 
intrepid about that, you might think … but this train journey ended up in 
China, following in the footsteps of Christopher‟s mother who undertook the 
same journey as a young girl many years ago.  

Armchair Travellers is a fantastic way of seeing the world with no threat of 
strikes or ash clouds!  

We look forward to seeing you soon!  

 

 

 



 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
A Celebration of Village Life,  

Past and Present 

   
All Saintsõ Church, Campton  

Saturday 5th June  
10.00am - 5.30pm 

and  
Sunday 6th June  
12.30pm - 5.30pm 

Displays of floral arrangements, artefacts and photographs 

Lunches and teas.  Childrenõs activities. Plant and cake stalls. Tombola 

Admission: Adults £3.00  

Accompanied children free  

 
 



 

CAMPTON FLOWER FESTIVAL 

We look forward to welcoming you, with your families and friends, to 
Campton‟s Flower Festival,  

òA Celebration of Village Life, Past and Presentó 

At All Saints Church on Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th June.  

We are very grateful to members of the Clophill Flower Club, 
together with Maisie Moody and June Martin from Campton, who will 
be filling the church with beautiful arrangements depicting aspects of 
life in this rural community over the centuries.  

These displays will include  

¶ the history of Chicksands Priory, Campton Manor and the 
Osborn family‟s connection with the village. The Osborn 
Chapel, with its impressive marble memorials, will be open, 

¶ the parish‟s links with the military at Chicksands, 

¶ the connection with Robert Bloomfield, the pastoral poet, 
buried in the churchyard, 

¶ the village school,  

¶ the village pub, 

¶ family life … were you baptised or married here?, 

¶ village occupations … straw plaiting, brick making and 
farming, and 

¶ past and present activities … pottery, Armchair Travellers, 
Women‟s‟ Institute, bellringing …and who could ever forget 
those village pantomimes!  

There will also be bellringing (with the opportunity to have a go!) and 
organ recitals.  

Children will be able to take part in a treasure hunt around the 
church, and there will also be (not too messy!) craft activities for 
children of all ages.   



In addition to the floral displays in church, attractions in the Village 
Hall will include a fascinating display of old (and not so old!) 
photographs of Campton and village activities over the years. Thank 
you to Sally Strong and Malcolm Willis who are putting this display 
together and to everyone who has loaned photographs. 

Come along to discover how our village has changed and try to spot 
some faces that you recognise! The following extract is from Pauline 
Fisher‟s early memories of Campton and will help get you in the 
mood: 

ñVisiting gran who lived in Greenway, she and grand-dad, my uncle and 

my mother moved from London in 1921. Grand-dad was in the then Fleet 

Air Arm based at Henlow Camp and decided to stay in the area after the 

war. The house was a new build and the workmenôs hut was still in the 

garden.  

My grand-dad, and then my dad grew all the salad and vegetables we 

needed in our large garden where there were also apple, plum and a cherry 

tree, gooseberry and redcurrant bushes. So apart from milk, meat and fish, 

(though there were chickens, so we had an almost daily supply of eggs and 

roast chicken on high days and holidays), we were almost self- sufficient, 

as were many families in the area. Grand-dad did have a nanny goat 

tethered on the opposite grass verge, and we had some milk from her, and I 

remember playing with my grand-parentsô lovely black Labrador called 

Bob.  

In the front garden grand-dad built an air-raid shelter, two steps cut out of 

the earth to get below ground and an earthen seat all the way round, a 

corrugated iron roof covered with earth and grass, so it had the appearance 

of a grassy mound from the outside. It was dark and dank but quite a 

novelty for me. Entering this underground room, sitting on the earth seat is 

one of my earliest memories ever. 

We walked, of course, from the far end of Clifton Road .where we lived 

during the war to visit gran and grand-dad two or three times a week, 

passing Mrs Handscombôs farmhouse and turning into Campton Road, the 

New Inn on the right and a little further the lovely cottage where Mrs 

Rainbow lived. In earlier days she had sold sweets from there. On past a 

terrace of six or so cottages, very small front gardens, but old-fashioned 

cottage garden flowers, lupins, hollyhocks and roses picture in my mind, 

and Campton Cottage (all since replaced). The ópitô which was thick with 

trees, tangled bushes and undergrowth. At that time arable land stood next 

to the pit (where bungalows are now) and the boundary of the cemetery.ò 



 
More of these delightful reminiscences will be available in the Village 
Hall where you will also be able to enjoy some delicious 
refreshments. We will be serving tea/coffee/soft drinks and home-
made cakes throughout each day, with ploughman‟s lunches 
between 12.00 (12.30 Sunday) - 2.00pm. Thank you to Kathy Taylor, 
who is organising the refreshments, and to all her helpers.  

Finally, for those of us for whom no weekend is complete without 
some retail therapy, there will be a plant stall (Thank you to Pam 
Rawlings and Annette Glen for organising this and to everyone who 
has donated cuttings) and a cake stall, as well as a tombola (Thank 
you to Maryika Wilding for organising this and to everyone who has 
donated prizes.) 

We have been fortunate to have been supported by some very 
generous sponsors who have defrayed the costs of the flowers 
themselves. Any funds raised from the weekend‟s festival will go 
towards the upkeep of this beautiful Parish Church at the heart of 
the village. 

Please remember there are no car parks so if someone you 
know is coming by car please ask them to park at the roadside 

making sure they are not blocking any driveways. 

The Flower Festival has been advertised widely. Although we 
hope to attract many visitors from further afield..... 

This is very much YOUR villageôs event 

Do please come along and support it! 

… and bring your family and friends too! 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 

 



Central Bedfordshire Council can Help you Save £130 a Year 

Central Bedfordshire Council is helping residents make sure „Every Penny 
Counts‟ by loaning them Energy Monitors for their homes, for free. 

To mark World Energy Day, 5 June 2010, Central Bedfordshire library 
card holders will be able to borrow the monitors, for free, from their local 
library on a three week loan as part of the Council‟s commitment to help 
residents save on their energy bills. 

Energy monitors are devices which attach to the electricity meter at home 
and allow you to monitor energy usage in real time. A transmitter on the 
meter sends information to a small unit which can be placed in a suitable 
position around the house so you can see how much electricity is being 
used and which of your appliances are electricity hungry. The monitor will 
tell you exactly how much your electricity is costing you in pence per hour, 
as well as the monthly cost, which will help make it easier to find ways to 
reduce overall consumption.  

Cllr Ken Mathews, Portfolio holder for Economic Growth, Skills and 
Regeneration at Central Bedfordshire Council said: “I'm delighted to 
announce this initiative. In today‟s energy and cash conscious society 
many people want to monitor the energy they use so they can see where 
savings might be made. Central Bedfordshire Council is loaning these 
monitors for free so that local people can reduce their carbon footprint and 
ensure Every Penny Counts” 

And the benefits don‟t just end with a financial reward.  

Research from the Energy Saving Trust shows that if households were to 
take a range of low or no cost energy saving measures, they could reduce 
their carbon footprint by over 0.6 tonnes of CO2 per year. This can help 
reduce individuals‟ impact on Climate Change and financially this could 
save each household up to £130 per year. 

If every household in Central Bedfordshire took these measures then there 
is the potential to save 63,450 tonnes of CO2 and more than £13.7 million 
in total from energy bills. In small-scale trials of home energy monitors, 
customers have typically saved five to 15 per cent in the first year of 
owning a monitor, which could be £25 to £75 off a £500 bill.* 

If residents find that their energy consumption is high then they might 
consider making some of the following no cost and low cost changes, 
(please see over page): 

 

 

 



Measure Potential Cash 
Saving 

Potential CO2 
saving 

Fit energy saving light bulbs in your 
home 

£40 172kg 

Turn down your thermostat by 1ºC £30 200kg 

Turn appliances off and avoid standby £30 133kg 

Wash your laundry at 30 ºC £10 45kg 

Only boil as much water as you need  £10 29kg 

Always turn off your lights when you 
leave the room 

£10 23kg 

TOTAL £130 602kg 

*Figures from the Energy Saving Trust (www.energysavingtrust.org.uk) 

To find out more contact Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 8000 
and ask to speak to Nicola Avery or Stephen Mooring or email:  

nicola.avery@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or  

stephen.mooring@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

Campton Village Hall  

Campton and Chicksands Barn Dance 2010 

You may all recall that there was a piece about the Campton Village Hall 
Management Committee barn dance in last month‟s Newsletter.  

Due to a very limited response the Committee has decided to not proceed 
with the Barn Dance on 3 July 2010.  

I would like to extend thanks to those of you who did contact me to confirm 
your support, it was much appreciated.  

The Committee will be deciding in the next couple of months, whether to 
run something similar later in the year. So please do watch this space and 
we will keep you up to date. 

 

mailto:nicola.avery@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.mooring@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


100 Club winners: 

May 2010 

1st Prize, £45:  167 Mr. Dilley. 

2nd Prize, £35:  141 S. & C. Fuller. 

3rd Prize, £20:  153 S. Curtis. 

 Chair of the Committee. 

Pew News 

In April the Parish of All Saints‟ held its Annual Meeting – reviewing the 
past year and planning for the new. The most important change is the 
retirement of Kathy Taylor as Churchwarden and the election of Deborah 
Maggs in her place. 

We say „Thank you‟ to Kathy for all her hard work and time that she has put 
into the job especially last year when we were short handed. And we 
welcome Deborah, who like Kathy, is a long time friend of our Church. This 
will let me happily check the roof and clean the gutters as before! 

As I write we are planning the Big Spring Clean of the Church so that by 
Saturday 5

th
 and Sunday 6

th
 June all will be bright and sparkly for the 

FLOWER FESTIVAL. For these two days the Church will be beautifully 
dressed by Carolyn Cranswick and her team from Clophill and our own 
June Martin and Maisie Moody.  

The Village Hall will be used for an exhibition of photos, maps and papers 
of Campton History, a cake stall and plant stall. Also light lunches and teas 
will be served. We hope to welcome all of you AND your friends and family, 
please invite them all over for the weekend. Kathy is preparing a Summer 
Quiz for us all. 

All Saints takes more than love and hard work to keep it viable so please 
support us. This is why we plan to open the Oakley Room for meetings – 
so if you know of any small groups that need to hire a room please contact 
us. 

On the 9
th
 June an old friend of the village is returning to tell the WI about 

her daughter‟s Indian Wedding. So anyone who‟d like to meet up with 
Judith Tollman again is welcome – 7.30pm, Village Hall. 

Armchair Travellers returns to the Church on 16
th
 July when Sally and 

Christopher Strong will tell us about their journey on the Trans-Siberian 
Railway to China. So please keep that date clear. 

 



We look forward to welcoming you to the Sunday Services. The services 
each month at All Saints‟ follow a regular pattern: 

1
st
 Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

2
nd

 Sunday is Morning Prayer at 11am. 

3
rd

 Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

4
th
 Sunday has 8am Communion (B.C.P.) and then Family Praise at 11am 

to which we welcome all ages. We have toys, books and a quiet escape 
room for children who can‟t last the 40 minutes! 

When there is a 5
th
 Sunday as in May, we join our Benefice partners, 

Haynes and Clophill in turn. Sunday 30
th
 May we visit our friends in Clophill 

at 10am. 

But if you prefer a smaller, less formal gathering, we have Prayers of 
Intercession 7pm on Mondays and Prayers for Peace and Justice in the 
World 9am on Tuesdays, both held in the Oakley Room. You are welcome. 

 Churchwarden. 

 

Sandy Smith Nature Reserve 

Saturday 26
th
 June, 10am – 12.30pm 

Brilliant Butterflies 

Ranger: Liz Millbank 

Cost: £2 per adult and £1 per child. Booking is required and 
operates on a first-come, first-served basis. Children under 16 must 

be accompanied by an adult. 

Email: info@greensandtrust.org 

Or Tel: 01525 378101 

Please visit: 

www.greensandtrust.org./events.html  

For information on other events and walks throughout the year 

which may be of interest. 
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Parish Newsletter Diary of Events for June 

Wed 2 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall. 

Thu 3 10.25am ï 

10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

Sat 5 10.00am ð  

5.30pm Flower Festival: All Saintsõ Church and Village Hall 

A Celebration of Village Life, Past and Present. Sun 6 12.30pm ð  

5.30pm 

Wed 9 7.30pm Womenôs Institute. 

Sat 12 9am Shefford Farmerôs Market, High Street. 

Thu 17 10.25am ï 

10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

 

Mon 21  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Thu 24 3pm ï 4pm Mobile Police Station, Truman Place. 

Wed 30 2pm ï 3pm 

8.15pm 

Mobile Police Station, outside All Saintsô Church. 

Charity Quiz Night, White Hart. 

Also: 

Tuesdays    3.40pm Children's dance classes, Village Hall. 

    7.30pm Bellringing practice, All Saintsô Church. 

  7.30pm Petanque Club, White Hart. 

  8.30pm Local Summer Darts League, White Hart. 

Wednesdays 10.00am Pottery Group, Kiln Farmhouse. 

  3.50pm Children's dance classes, Campton Lower School. 

Thursdays   2.00pm Carpet Bowls, Village Hall. 

  8.30pm Local Crib League, White Hart. 

Fridays    9.30am Margaretôs Walks, Greenway. 

    10.00am Baby and Toddler, Village Hall. 

 


