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Carolyn Cranswick with Sir Stanley Odell and Linda Garton at the opening 
of the Flower Festival (see inside for full report). 

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including in the Diary?  

Is there something you want to share with the rest of the community? 

Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.  

Items should be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

Editor:  1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5NY  

Tel: 812747 or Email: malcolmjwillis@yahoo.com 



Campton & Chicksands Parish Council 

This month the Parish Council is concentrating on trying to get 
Central Bedfordshire Council to expedite some of the long 
outstanding issues such as the design of the footway for Rectory 
Road (under the Safe Routes to School initiative) and the necessary 
agreement to place seats and benches on verges or footpaths. 

A summary of the Parish Plan has been delivered to every 
household – many thanks to the newsletter deliverers!  

Following the meeting in the village hall on 15th June, decisions are 
being made on which actions are to be prioritised, and contact will 
be made in the near future with those people who have kindly 
volunteered to become involved. 

The Campton & Shefford Joint Burial Committee (which comprises 
councillors from Campton & Chicksands and Shefford Town Council) 
met at the chapel in June, and were disappointed to learn that 
Central Bedfordshire Council have not approved the application for a 
further extension to the Burial Ground (there is planning permission 
for the current extension which you go past in Ampthill Road, 
Shefford) – as there was insufficient proof that the population of 
Shefford is likely to increase over the next few years!  

Those councillors present naively thought that the planned 
significant increase in residential development in Shefford would 
probably mean that the population would also increase ….. 

The Campton & Chicksands Parish Council July meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 21st July in the village hall at 7.30pm.  

Please contact the Clerk to the council (01234 268111 or 
Deryckirons@aol.com) if you have any queries or issues you would 
like to raise at that meeting. 

 Residents are welcome to attend parish council meetings, and 15 
minutes at the beginning is allocated for residents to raise issues 
(7.30-7.45pm). 

 Chairman. 

 
 

 

mailto:Deryckirons@aol.com


Campton Lower School 

On Friday June 18th the whole school had a 
very enjoyable Sports Day. The weather was 
kind to us and although not sunny the day was 
warm and dry. 

Our thanks go to the Parish Council for 
allowing us to use the Recreation Ground for 
the health and enjoyment of the whole school 

community. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Can we again please ask you to phone the Police (999) if you see 
any suspicious activity at the school, particularly late at night or early 
in the morning. Not only have we had two separate thefts of lead 
flashing, we have also now had a considerable quantity of copper 
piping stolen.  

It is very disheartening to try to maintain and improve the school site, 
only to have parts destroyed by thieves.   

 Headteacher 

 

Pippins and Bramley's Pre-School & Out of School Services 

The children have been celebrating the start of the World Cup this 
month by making football spinners and also father‟s day with cards 
and coasters. Fathers, Uncles and Granddads were also invited to 
join us for a session and we would like to thank those who have 
joined us.  

We invited the reception class at Gravenhurst to join us for a 
morning of activities themed on the teddy bears picnic. This 
culminated in a walk in the woods following bear footprints which led 
us to....... a bear who was waiting to have his book read to him. How 
fortunate! 

Sadly we must announce the departure of the playleader Alison who 
is moving on to become a Development Officer on July 9th. We 
would like to thank her for all her hard work and wish her well in her 
new post.  



 Pre-school Liaison. 

Campton Bellringing News 

We had ringing on both days of the Flower Festival, with lots of 
people taking advantage of the „Have a go‟ opportunity. We recruited 
at least one new bellringer as well!  

In July these visiting bands are coming to ring at All Saints:  

Saturday, July 10, 2pm to 5pm – full peal by members of the 
Dursley, Gloucestershire, local band 

Saturday, July 17, 5.30pm to 6.40pm approx – Wellingborough 
ringers outing 

Saturday, July 24, 1.30pm to 2.15pm approx – Suffolk ringers 
outing 

Tower Captain. 

Armchair Travellers 

Christopher and Sally Strong present 

"In my Mother’s Footsteps:  
A train journey from Flitwick to China.” 

at All Saints‟ Church, Campton 

on  

Friday 16th July 

Doors open at 7.30pm. Talk begins at 8.00pm 

Admission £5 (including a glass of wine or soft drink) 
on the door or contact: 

Linda Garton (01462 819074 or benefice.office@yahoo.co.uk) 

Macmillan Cancer Support 

Macmillan Cancer Support holds the „World‟s Biggest Coffee 
Morning‟ every year in September.  

You can find out more about The World‟s Biggest Coffee Morning at 

www.macmillan.org.uk/coffee 

mailto:benefice.office@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.macmillan.org.uk/coffee


Who needs Springwatch? 

The other day I walked along Mill Lane in Campton, followed the 
river nearly to the Shefford by-pass and returned through the 
Polehanger Plantation. This is a walk that I have done many times 
since moving to the village six years ago. What was different about 
this day is that when I returned home I counted the number of bird 
species I had encountered – it was 34.  

Not bad for an hour's stroll in a quiet corner of Bedfordshire. 

I say “encountered” as I didn't see all 34 species. So how did I know 
they were there? I heard them, that's how. Some are very obliging 
and tell you who they are; Cuckoo and Chiffchaff for example.   

Others, like the Garden Warbler, hide in the densest bush they can 
find and then tease you, dashing away to the next clump as soon as 
you manage to spot it. Thank goodness then for the Skylark who 
launches himself into the open sky and pours forth his song. 

But these birds were not singing to help me find them. They were 
proclaiming their territories. Some, like the Swallows and 
Whitethroats, after having flown thousands of miles from Africa to 
set up home here in Campton. They were letting the females know 
that they are here, fit and ready to start a family. 

So, next time you go for a walk leave the iPod at home and listen to 
nature's free download. And as for Springwatch, how about 
Springlisten? 

Barn Swallow Blackbird Blackcap Blue Tit 

Buzzard Carrion Crow Chaffinch Chiffchaff 

Collard Dove Cuckoo Dunnock Garden Warbler 

Goldfinch Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Great Tit House Martin 

House Sparrow Jackdaw Jay Kestrel 

Long-tailed Tit Magpie Pheasant Red-legged Partridge 

Robin Rook Skylark Song Thrush 

Starling Swift Whitethroat Woodpigeon 

Wren Yellowhammer   



Campton Flower Festival 

The first Flower Festival to take place in Campton for 20 years took 
place at All Saints‟ Church on Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th June. 
The theme of the festival was “A Celebration of Village Life, Past 
and Present” and incorporated not only floral displays, but an 
exhibition of old and not so old, photographs of the village.  

Planning for the event by the organising committee and the flower 
arrangers began before Christmas. There was plenty to do! 
Sponsorship was sought from local businesses, organisations and 
individual donors to cover the cost of the flowers, refreshments and 
other expenses. Over £700 was received, for which we are 
extremely grateful. The Flower Festival was advertised in local and 
regional publications and websites, and flyers and posters were 
widely distributed. Plants were potted. Cakes were baked by the 
dozen. Tombola prizes were collected. A fascinating display of old 
photographs was put together. Preparations in the church itself 
began a week before, with furniture removals to create space for the 
displays. From Wednesday onwards the church was filled with over 
20 flower arrangers, who spent the next 3 days creating some 
fabulous displays. On Friday the Village Hall was also a hive of 
activity, setting up tables for refreshments, the plant stall and 
tombola.  

By Friday evening, all was ready in time for the Preview Evening, 
when the sponsors, arrangers and organising committee were able 
to enjoy cheese and wine in our lovely village church filled with the 
scent of the most fantastic flower displays.  

Saturday morning arrived and a lovely sunny weekend was forecast. 
The organisers breathed a sigh of relief! There were still plenty of 
last minute jobs to do before the official opening of the Flower 
Festival by Sir Stanley Odell at 10am.  

From then onwards a steady stream of visitors from Campton, 
Shefford and nearby villages arrived, as well as from much further 
afield - Hertfordshire, Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire and 
beyond. They admired the floral displays depicting a range of village 
themes, watched our visiting artist at work, listened to organ recitals 
and watched, or even had a go at, bellringing.  

 



The children created some lovely pictures and took part in a 
Treasure Hunt. (Congratulations to the winners Charlotte and Henry 
Francis, and Rachel Radley of Campton and Catherine Olphin from 
Northill, who each received a £5 book token). In the Village Hall over 
100 ploughman‟s lunches, thousands of calories worth of cake and 
gallons of tea and coffee were consumed, plants were purchased 
and prizes were won in the tombola. 

The bright sunny weather held until late on Sunday afternoon, when 
the final visitors were stranded either in church or the Village Hall 
until a torrential downpour subsided. By this time several hundred 
visitors had passed through the doors, and over £3000 had been 
raised for church funds. A fantastic sum! 

The church would like to thank all those who contributed to the 
Flower Festival in any way whatsoever and to everyone who 
supported the event by coming along. We are especially grateful to 
the following local businesses and organisations who sponsored the 
floral displays, exhibition and refreshments, for their invaluable 
support:  

¶ Campton Parish Council 

¶ Campton and Bedfordshire Bellringers 

¶ Campton WI 

¶ Clive and Nicky Fletcher 

¶ George Squire and Son Ltd. 

¶ John Hanlon and Hanlon and Son Ltd. 

¶ Members of the local farming community 

¶ Sir Stanley Odell 

¶ Simon Lamb 

¶ Grahame Parrish and Bill Roberts 

¶ Ocean Print Solutions Ltd. 

¶ Rogers Bakery, Meppershall 

¶ The White Hart, Campton 

¶ The Black Horse, Ireland 



¶ Clophill and District Flower Club and Campton arrangers and 

June Martin and Maisie Moody who gave their time and 

expertise to create the displays 

¶ Visiting artist Fergus Milne 

¶ Organist Philip Rogers 

¶ Members of the organising committee: Linda Garton, Annette 

Glenn, John Loveless, Pam Rawlings, Carol Sawyers, Sally 

Strong, Kathy Taylor, Maryika Wilding and Malcolm Willis 

We‟d like to thank everyone who contributed to or helped with 
serving refreshments at the Flower Festival.  

We sold 130 ploughman‟s lunches, over 400 cups of tea and coffee, 
gallons of squash and more cakes than could be counted because 
they were all so beautiful. Teams of six helped the wheels run 
smoothly and we hope that those of you who partook of 
refreshments enjoyed them! 

Thanks to everyone! 

 (Refreshment bosses!). 

Thanks you so much to everyone who donated so generously to the 
Tombola. There were so many prizes the tables were overflowing 
with goodies. A special thank you to my helpers during two, hectic 
but very enjoyable days. 

A big thank you to everyone who supplied us with photographs and 
pictures, anecdotes and information, drawings and paintings for the 
display in the Village Hall over the weekend of the Flower Festival.  

It was wonderful seeing all of the faces and celebrations of the past, 
being able to imagine Campton as it had been early in the last 
century from the post cards and pictures of street scenes. 

Enjoying the wonderful hats of the twenties, the children's pinafores 
in 1904! It was almost impossible to know what to include, pictures 
were still arriving as we assembled the boards, so we do apologise 



for any omissions.......perhaps we can include them another time. 

Without your good will it would have been impossible to have put 
together such a varied insight into the history of our village, your 
photographs have brought great pleasure to very many people 
recalling many happy memories. 

And finally a very special 

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU  

to 

Linda Garton   

who so capably organised everything and everybody for weeks in 
advance making sure that this was such a successful event. 

Pew News 

In the June Magazine I asked you all to bring your friends and family 
to the Flower Festival – and you didn't let me down! 

Thank you so much for your generous support of our great 
Celebration of "Campton, Past and Present". The co-ordination was 
in the very capable hands of Linda Garton and her committee, an 
amazing task. 

Thanks to Carolyn Cranswick and her team, our Church was 
dressed as never before. 

Down at our historic Village Hall Sally Strong mined the village's rich 
photographic archive to produce an exhibition to interest and delight 
us all. Together with Maryka's Tombola, Pam and Annette's Plant 
Stall - (my weakness!) and Kathy Taylor and her team of skilled 
"washer-uppers" and "cake-slicers", the Hall was the place for the 
great get-together! 

The atmosphere back at the Church was fantastic - so many people 
enjoying the flowers, colours and scents, and the unusual portrayal 

of our village.  

The lovely prayers every hour led by Dean, Audrey and Christopher 



were the perfect reminder that we were delighting in God's 
handiwork in His House. 

Thank you to everyone involved in any way with making this Flower 
weekend such a joy to so many people - which includes the Church 
Treasurer! (more of that next month). Your generosity whether with 
your time, gifts of cakes and plants, or sponsorship of the flower 
arrangements, was amazing, and on behalf of the PCC, Deborah 
and I say "Thank you". 

For those unable to get to Church and see for yourself there will be 
many photos available, please contact me. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Sunday Services. The 
services each month at All Saints‟ follow a regular pattern: 

1st Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

2nd Sunday is Morning Prayer at 11am. 

3rd Sunday is Parish Communion at 11am. 

4th Sunday has 8am Communion (B.C.P.) and then Family Praise at 
11am to which we welcome all ages. We have toys, books and a 
quiet escape room for children who can‟t last the 40 minutes! 

When there is a 5th Sunday we join our Benefice partners, Haynes 
and Clophill in turn. But if you prefer a smaller, less formal gathering, 
we have Prayers of Intercession 7pm on Mondays and Prayers for 
Peace and Justice in the World 9am on Tuesdays, both held in the 
Oakley Room. You are welcome. 

 Churchwarden. 

THE MONDAY òPMó BROWSERS READING GROUP 

Are looking for new members 
Are you interested in reading? Would you like to read a variety of 
different books with others? The Monday “PM” browsers meet on the 
third Monday afternoon of the month, at Shefford library, to review 
and discuss that month‟s title. There are a wide variety of books to 
read. Come along; meet new people & maybe read something you 
would never have thought of reading before. For more details 
contact; 

CLAIRE MAWBY, 01462 812227, almawby@msn.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: Wednesday 28
th

 July Time: 12.00pm – 1.30pm 

Date: Thursday 19
th

 August Time: 9.30am – 11.00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information 

¶ All sessions are free of charge. 

¶ All ages are welcome. 

¶ Play Rangers will come with play equipment and creative 
activities. (Please note no children under 5 in the art tent.)  

¶ All Play Rangers are CRB checked. 

¶ Parents/carers remain responsible for their children at all 
times. (Children under 5 should be accompanied by an 
adult.) 

¶ Children are free to come and go as they please, this is an 
open access scheme. 

¶ Parents/carers are very welcome to join in. 

¶ Play isn’t always clean and dry, so wear something 

suitable. 

For more information call our hotline:  

Tel: 0300 300 8072 

Email: playrangers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  



Parish Newsletter Diary of Events for July 

Thu 8 10.25am ï 

10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

Sat 10 9am Shefford Farmerôs Market, High Street. 

Wed 14 7.30pm Womenôs Institute. 

Fri 16 7.30pm Armchair Travellers 

Wed 21 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall. 

Wed 28 12.00 ï 

1.30pm 

2pm ï 3pm 

8.15pm 

Play Rangers, Campton Recreation Ground. 

 

Mobile Police Station, outside All Saintsô Church. 

Charity Quiz Night, White Hart. 

Thu 29 10.25am ï 

10.45am 

3pm ï 4pm 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

 

Mobile Police Station, Truman Place. 

Also: 

Tuesdays   3.40pm   Children's dance classes, Village Hall. 

    7.30pm   Bellringing practice, All Saintsô Church. 

  7.30pm   Petanque Club, White Hart. 

  8.30pm   Local Summer Darts League, White Hart. 

Wednesdays 10.00am   Pottery Group, Kiln Farmhouse. 

  3.50pm   Children's dance classes, Campton Lower School. 

Thursdays   2.00pm   Carpet Bowls, Village Hall. 

  8.30pm   Local Crib League, White Hart. 

Fridays    9.30am   Margaretôs Walks, Greenway. 

    10.00am   Baby and Toddler, Village Hall. 

 
 


