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Happy Christmas 

Welcome to the Campton and Chicksands Newsletter 
Published by the Parish Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including 
 in the Diary of Events?  

Is there something you want to share with the rest of the community? 
Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.  

Please let me know if you wish to submit an item. 
This should then be submitted by the 15th of the  

month prior to publication. 

Malcolm J Willis, 1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5NY 

Tel: 812747 or Email: malcolmjwillis@btinternet.com 



Campton & Chicksands Parish Council 
At the November meeting of Campton & Chicksands Parish Council we 
heard from Central Beds Councillor Tony Brown, that recycling is 
improving, but that it would help if more recycling could be achieved. 

How can you help? 

Do you collect your waste food in the brown bins provided, and are 
collected weekly? This food waste is recycled to produce electricity.  
Remember, rolls of bags are provided and waste food should be placed 
directly in the bag, or vegetable peelings can be wrapped in newspaper. 
No paper, no plastic. 

Do you put all your newspapers out in your green top wheelie bin or in 
orange recycling sacks for fortnightly collection? 

Remember to rinse out plastic milk bottles, drinks bottles, cans, juice 
cartons (tetrapaks) – they can all go for recycling. 

Textiles can also be recycled – but don‟t forget to give any good clothes 
to the local charity shops. 

You may have noticed that the wrought iron gates to the Recreation 
Ground have been repaired – they will be painted in the near future. 

Work will be carried out to the safety surface in the play area in the near 
future – it is not dangerous, but some attention will ensure it lasts longer. 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Wednesday 2nd 
December, 7.30 p.m. in Campton Village Hall. Residents are welcome to 
attend, and may raise issues with the Parish Council between 7.30 – 7.45 
p.m.  Please contact Deryck Irons, Clerk to the Parish Council on 01234 
268111 if you have any queries or concerns in the meantime. 

Carol Sawyers, Chairman. 

Free Drama Workshop (funded by Rural Mid Beds) 

Please come along to our free Drama Workshop aimed at 13yrs to 19yr 
olds in Campton and surrounding villages, no experience needed. The 
workshop is on Monday 7th December, 7pm to 9pm, at the village hall. 

Anyone wishing to find out about the village hall availability should contact 
Maryika Wilding on 01462 851729 

Found 
A ring was found on the Recreation Ground in March this year. It appears 
to be a gold wedding band and has an engraving on the inside. Anyone 
who thinks this may be theirs should contact the office at Campton Lower 
School.  



The Rector writes … 
And she gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. Luke 2.7 

Many of us will have seen some or all of the recent television series 
presented by Diarmaid MacCulloch - A History of Christianity. MacCulloch 
is an eminent academic and his book published to coincide with the series 
is the weighty tome entirely worthy of an Oxford don. The BBC obviously 
gave Professor MacCulloch a handsome budget with which to make the 
programmes; and the resulting series of programmes have been very 
watchable indeed. 

However, watching the series it has at times been difficult to comprehend 
that the impetus for Christianity to begin, was the birth of a baby in a 
stable in Bethlehem; whose first hours and days were spent in an animal‟s 
feeding trough. Much of the history of Christianity is that of a rich and 
powerful institution – the Church – whose influence has spread far and 
wide. Some of that influence has been undeniably for the good of those 
coming into contact with it – but that sadly has not been the whole picture 
of the Church‟s activity in the world – there is much for the institutional 
Church to be ashamed of over the past 2000 years. Such contrasts of 
course are the meat and drink of historians; but an honest and factual 
portrayal of the Church‟s high and low points can also serve to reinforce 
the Church‟s detractors in their views. 

Over recent weeks many of you have spoken to me about the recent 
announcement by the Pope: with regard to the arrangements he is putting 
in place to welcome parishes and individual members of the Church of 
England who wish to move to be a part of the Roman Catholic Church.  

It seems that the Vatican has managed to offend the majority of those 
involved: in both the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church 
here. There are many of us who see the absence of any real consultation 
with those principally affected by this development as a snub: to the 
Queen, as the Supreme Governor of the Church of England; but also of 
course to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.  

These rows all seem so at odds with the example of Jesus of Nazareth; 
whose birth we celebrate at this time of year. Jesus spoke with honesty 
and clarity and challenged the political manoeuvrings of the religious 
leaders of his day. He was of course too outspoken and straightforward for 
them; and they used the Roman authorities occupying Palestine to have 
him killed. 

 



In this season of Advent let each one of us pray that all leaders, in both 
Church and State, may demonstrate something of the honesty and 
integrity which characterises Jesus‟ life and teaching. 

With every blessing  

Dean Henley 
 

News from the Pews  

I am delighted to announce that at an extraordinary Church Meeting held 
on 1 November, when we celebrated All Saints‟ Day, Sue Hayhurst was 
elected as Churchwarden. Sue has always been tremendously supportive 
and this election formalises her role. I welcome her input and look forward 
to working with her. 

We would very much like to thank everyone who made up or contributed 
to the sixteen boxes sent from All Saints to children in Kurdistan via 
Operation Christmas Child. Without exception, the boxes were beautifully 
filled with both practical goods and treats. 

Our „regular‟ services for December are as below. Details of Christmas 
services across the Benefice will follow in a Christmas letter. We would 
like to extend a very warm welcome to anyone who wishes to come to 
church at any time. If you‟d like someone to meet you, please let us know. 

6th 11am Parish Communion  

13th 11am Parish Christingle Service 

20th 11am Parish Communion 

27th 8am Communion from the Book of Common Prayer 
(There will be no 11am service at Campton) 

Kathy Taylor (816108), Sue Hayhurst (811849), Churchwardens. 

Campton Lower School  

Remembrance Day  

For the past few years our Year 2 class, as part of their History 
Curriculum, has marked 11th November with a small ceremony at the 
village War Memorial which is situated adjacent to our School Site. This 
year the rest of the school joined them for two minutes silence at 11.00 
am. A child whose father has been killed in Iraq a few years ago laid a 
wreath of poppies donated by DISC. 



After the singing of „Shalom‟, the children returned to school as silently as 
they had arrived, leaving behind only the written comments from the Year 
2 children expressing thanks for the sacrifice of previous generations. 
Below are extracts from some of the reports written by our Year 4 pupils 
following the ceremony: 

“It was the 11th of November 2009. It was quiet when all the children from 
Campton Lower School walked to the memorial. We stood still and silent 
for two minutes”. Harry 

“It was quite chilly. Standing out of the playground helped me to think 
about the wars that we‟ve been through”.  Caitlin 

“After singing, Year 2 placed a poppy wreath and two cards down and we 
quietly walked back to school” Matthew  

“Remembrance Day is important to remember all the brave people that 
died in the war and who gave us peace”. Samuel 

“I think it is really important we don‟t forget everyone who helped to give 
us peace and freedom”.  Ewan  

Christmas Preparations  

The school has a full programme of Christmas preparations starting with 
the „Panto‟ Pinocchio and ending with a carol Service at „All Saints‟ 
Church, Campton 

 

Pre School 

"We are settling into our new building, which the children seem to be 
enjoying. We've had great fun in our garden area with a tarmac track for 
the bikes and scooters. We enjoyed watching a small muntjac deer one 
afternoon - grazing in the school grounds! 

In October we talked about Diwali and made Rangoli designs using 
coloured rice and then at the beginning of November we enjoyed making 
squeezy paint pictures for fireworks night. 

Our extended services are working well with both Campton Lower School 
and Gravenhurst Lower School. We have Peter Tingey who collects the 
children from Campton and brings them back to Gravenhurst. The children 
enjoy a wide range of activities - cooking, painting, sewing and a games 
night, where the children get to use the Wii and DS's. For more 
information contact 01462 713445 or visit our website at  

www.camptonpreschool.org.uk 

wlmailhtml:%7b60CA2F1D-25AA-470E-80E7-1B3ADD99A3C9%7dmid://00000013/!x-usc:http://www.camptonpreschool.org.uk/


Women’s Institute 

Campton WI has had a busy month. At the end of half term we held a Bee 
Awareness Bring and Buy coffee morning, serving and selling items 
pollinated by bees. Did you know that if bees die out there will be no more 
stew and dumplings, as all the vegetables needed are bee pollinated, and 
cattle feed is also largely bee pollinated We ate well and learned a lot from 
literature kindly provided by Roger (of Rogers Bakery) and Caroline‟s 
folder of Bee facts, figures and rhymes. We raised almost £90 and our 
thanks go to Margaret and Bill Langley for hosting the event and all who 
attended. 

Our November meeting was great fun as Miss Jean Brodie was our 
speaker and demonstrated how to make a decorative Christmas Wreath 
or table centre. We were all thrilled with the end products. Thanks go to 
those members who baked delicious looking cakes for the craft fair at 
Flitwick. Someone demonstrated previously unknown decorating skills, so 
watch out! 

In December we will be celebrating with a meal out in Silsoe and maybe a 
trip to Holt in Norfolk to shop and see their very elegant Christmas lights. 
Places are already booked for the meal but phone me if you fancy a trip to 
Norfolk. 

Our January meeting will be in the Village Hall as normal, 7.30pm start. 
Enjoy the festive season.  

Felicity Brown, President. 

 

TABLE TOP SALE 

CAMPTON VILLAGE HALL 

SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2009 

10 AM TO 2 PM 

ENTRANCE FEE 20P 

TEA AND COFFEE ON SALE 

SELLERS £5 

TO BOOK A TABLE CALL ELISE 01462 816576 / 07749 828321 

PROCEEDS OF THE ENTRANCE FEE, TEA AND COFFEE SALES AND TABLE BOOKINGS 
WILL BE DONATED TO THE COELIAC UK CHARITY WHO GIVE SUPPORT TO THOSE WITH 

COELIAC DISEASE - AN INTOLERANCE TO GLUTEN AND WHEAT. 

Registered charity no. 1048167 



Neighbourhood Watch 
BEDFORDSHIRE Police are warning villagers in Mid Beds, to be on their 
guard against distraction burglars posing as Police, Fire Brigade or Water 
Officials. It follows offences in Bedford, Stevington, Great Barford, Stotfold 
and Potton. 

Bedfordshire Police are reminding elderly people to use a spy-hole and 
door chain, whenever they answer the door, especially in the evenings. 
Insist on seeing identification from callers. If in doubt, dial 999.  

Also remember to keep side gates and back doors locked. Relatives and 
neighbours can help by keeping an eye on the elderly, and reminding 
them that genuine officials will not mind providing identification if asked.  

Anyone with information about distraction burglars can contact police, in 
confidence, on (01234) 841212, Crime stoppers, anonymously on (0800) 
555 111 or text to (07786) 200011. 

Protecting Your Home 

This is a great time to give your home a security health-check.  

Check outdoor security lights and replace blown bulbs. Check padlocks, 
hasps and hinges on your outside doors. Many people have freezers in 
the garage - Christmas food and alcohol is vulnerable - and don‟t forget 
new bicycles!  

Has your house alarm been serviced recently? If you don‟t have an alarm, 
you can always buy a battery operated single room alarm to protect your 
hallway, shed or garage.  

Use timer switches to operate lights and radios tuned to a talk radio 
station in the house when you are out. Although the tree looks lovely in the 
window, don‟t leave the lights on and curtains open when you go out - and 
don‟t leave presents under the tree!  

After Christmas, dispose of boxes and packaging carefully - don‟t leave 
them on the roadside or on the top of the wheelie bin. 

For more advice and information visit the Safer-Beds Community website. 

http://www.safer-beds.org/rmwebportal/startup.aspx?selectedtab=home&tabstate=portal 

Pat Williams, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Greenway) 
 

Diana, Sally and Sarah would like to thank everyone for their 
support in raising £1,412 at the Coffee Morning in aid of St John‟s 
Hospice, Moggerhanger.  A further £545 was raised through the 

sale of Christmas Cards. 

http://www.safer-beds.org/rmwebportal/startup.aspx?selectedtab=home&tabstate=portal


News from the Tower 

On Saturday, October 31, Campton hosted the Bedfordshire Association 
Young Ringers Training Afternoon. About 20 youngsters from across the 
county (and another 20 adult mentors from their home towers) enjoyed an 
action packed afternoon, fuelled by tea, squash, cake and (mostly) 
chocolate cake. They split into groups, for tower bell ringing on our new 
bells and handbell ringing. The final activity, „beat the computer bellringer‟, 
generated one score only 7% away from perfection, remarkable! 

In December these visiting bands are coming to ring at All Saints: 

Sunday, December 13, 2.00pm – 5.00pm, full peal, Biggleswade District 
Ringers. 

Sunday, December 27, 2.30pm – 5.30pm, Special peal to mark Sir 
Stanley Odell‟s 80th birthday. 

John Loveless 

Campton Village Hall - 100 Club 

The 100 Club winners for November 2009 were: 
1st Prize:   149 £50.  M. Barber 
2nd Prize:  214 £30. K. Harris 
3rd Prize:  224 £20. A. Maudlin 

Katie White, Chair of the Committee. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

 

Christmas Eve Service at  6pm 

All Saints Church, Campton 
 

 

Would you like to sing in a children‟s choir this Christmas, make new 
friends and be part of something special? 
If yes, rehearsals start at 5.30 pm on Tuesdays at All Saints Church, 
Campton. Rehearsals last for 30 minutes and the choir will sing at the       
6 pm Christmas Eve service at All Saints Church, Campton. 
If you wish to participate but know you will not be around for the Christmas 
Eve service, please do feel free to come along and join in. 
I can be contacted on: 01462 811798 if you have any queries. 

Joy Curtis, Piano Teacher, Poste Cottage, 5 Greenway, Campton. 



A Christmas Quiz 
1. Who banned Christmas in England in 1647?  
2. Who was the first British monarch to broadcast a Christmas 

message to the nation, and in which year?  
3. Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean is a territory of which 

country?  
4. In which 1942 film was the song „White Christmas‟ first performed?  
5. The 1954 movie 'White Christmas‟ was the first to be made using 

what new Paramount film format?  
6. How many points does a snowflake have?  
7. What date is St Stephen's Day?  
8. What colour are mistletoe berries?  
9. Which country traditionally gives London's Trafalgar Square a 

Christmas tree?  
10. From which country does the poinsettia plant originate?  
11. John Horsley designed which first commercial Christmas item in 

1843?  
12. What Christmas item was invented by London baker Tom Smith in 

1847?  
13. In the song „The Twelve Days of Christmas‟, what arrived on the 

ninth day?  
14. How many gifts are given in total in the song „The Twelve Days of 

Christmas‟?  
15. Name the original eight reindeer from the 'Twas the night before 

Christmas' poem.  
16. What animal is Snowball in George Orwell's book „Animal Farm‟?  
17. What liqueur goes into making a 'snowball' cocktail?  
18. In the 1946 film, „It's a Wonderful Life‟, what is the name of George 

Bailey's guardian angel?  
19. Yorkshireman William Strickland is believed to have brought the 

first what to Britain from North America in 1526?  
20. Who wrote „How the Grinch Stole Christmas‟?  
21. In which year was Band-Aid's „Do They Know It's Christmas‟ the 

UK‟s Christmas chart-topping record?  
22. Who wrote „Auld Lange Syne‟?  
23. What is the name of the cake traditionally eaten in Italy at 

Christmas?  
24. The character Jack Skellington appears in which 1993 Tim Burton 

film?  
25. Who are the ghosts in Charles Dickens' „A Christmas Carol‟?  
26. The carol „Silent Night‟ written in 1818 by Josef Mohr comes from 

which country?  



27. Which river did George Washington cross on Christmas night in 
1776 in the American Revolutionary War?  

28. What sort of food is stöllen?  
29. What is New Year's Eve called in Scotland?  
30.  On which date is Epiphany celebrated?  

Children’s Word Puzzle 

Clues: 

1 Down: Complete with hats, trinkets and mottos! (8 letters) 

2 Across: ____ Carol, ____ Eve, ____ Day. (9 letters) 

3 Down: Name of one of Santa‟s reindeer. (7 letters) 

4 Down: They look after the sheep. (9 letters) 

5 Down: Let‟s hope Santa doesn‟t get stuck up one! (7 letters) 

6. Down: Royalty bearing gifts. (5 letters) 

 
Send your quiz answers to the quiz, or puzzle, or your coloured pictures, with your name 

and address to the editor by Sunday 10th January. The first correct answers drawn and the 
best coloured pictures, decided by the editor, will each receive a small prize  

(chocolates, if I get given enough for Christmas!). 
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Pictures for children to colour 

 

 

 



Parish Newsletter Diary of Events for December 

Wed 2 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall. 

Sat 5 2pm Campton Reserves v Meltis Albion, Recreation Ground. 

Sun 6 10am - 2pm Table Top Sale in aid of Coeliac UK Charity, Village Hall 

Mon 7 7pm - 9pm Free Drama Workshop, Village Hall. 

Wed 9 7.30pm Women’s Institute. 

Thu 10 10.25am - 
10.45am 

Mobile Library, Greenway. 

Sat 12 9am 

2pm 

Shefford Farmer’s Market, High Street. 

Campton v Blunham, Recreation Ground. 

Mon 14  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Sat 19 2pm Campton v Sharnbrook, Recreation Ground. 

Mon 28  9.55am - 
10.15am 

Library Link - home delivery service only, The Glebe.  

Wed 30 8.15pm Charity Quiz Night, White Hart. 

 

See ‘News from the Pews’ for details of Church services and group meetings. 

 

Also: 

Tuesdays 3.40pm Children's dance classes, Village Hall. 

8.30pm Darts Winter League, White Hart. 

Wednesdays 3.50pm Children's dance classes, Campton Lower School. 

Thursdays 2.00pm Carpet Bowls, Village Hall. 

8.30pm Dominoes, White Hart. 

Fridays  9.30am Margaret’s Walks, Greenway. 

  10.00am Baby and Toddler, Village Hall. 

 

Additional articles and further information about the Parish, including its history, diary 
dates, walks etc., is available on the website. 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk 
 

Information for the website should be sent to webmaster@camptonandchichsands.org.uk 

 

http://www.camptonandchicksands.org.uk/

