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Chainsaw Artists in Q@apton Plantation

Welcome to the Campton and Chicksands Newsletter
Published by th&arish Council

Have you got an event happening next month that needs including in § e Diary?
Is there something you want to share with the rest of the communfly?

Let people know your news and views by contacting the editor.
Itemsshould be submittedh®/ 1% of the month prior to publication.

Editor #ateotue § Wettee, 1, Gravenhurst Road, Campton, SG17 5N
Tel: 812747 or Emailcolmjwillis@yahoo.com



Campton & Chicksands Parish Council

Council tax bills will come out soon i and you will see that Central Beds
Council has increased their bill by 3.5%. However, we hope that you will
notice that the parish part of the bill has been reduced. This is due to an
error made in last yeard salculations, and we have spent nearly a year
pointing out the error to Central Beds and persuading them that an
adjustment should be made. As a result, the Campton portion should be
-9.9% for the coming year.

The parish council has brought to the attention of Central Beds that the
excessive parking on the road outside the car park of their offices is
causing problems for Chicksands residents. Our concerns relate to access
for emergency vehicles and also safety of pedestrians. If you see or
experience any specific problems relating to this nuisance parking, please
contact Deryck Irons, the Clerk to the parish council, on 01234 268111 or
Deryckirons@aol.com

The Annual Parish Meeting will be taking place on Wednesday 19th May,
7.30 p.m. in Campton Village Hall, and all residents are welcome to attend.

Caral Sawyers, Chairman.

Campton Lower School

Some recent events at Campton Lower School:
fSing Questod Concert

After weeks of practice, the majority of children in Years 3 & 4 performed at

the Lower Schoolsd6 ASing Questd Concer
15th March. Very impressive was the general opinion by those who had

tickets to the concert. Another concert is planned for the Summer Term.

AEgg Worl do

During an AssemblyinMar ch the children were shov
Worl do models. The idea was that <child
more eggs shells The finished AEgg Wo
school for display on Wednesday B81st N
6l osersdé but all participants were giyvV

v abshosin

Jacgueline Woodthorpe, Headteacher


mailto:Deryckirons@aol.com

Gravenhurst &fllages Pre-School andQut ofSchool Services

Pippin's and Bramley's were delighted to see so many people at their open
day this month and to welcome new children who have started at the pre-
school/extended services.

Work in the garden has commenced with the planting of a willow igloo
which will be both fun and give shelter in the summer. Children helped by
collecting bark chipping from the woods with their buckets and spades and
to their excitement the leaves are starting to grow on the structure already.
The theme for this term has been celebrations and has included sampling
different food for Chinese New Year, sports based around the winter
Olympics, dressing up for World Book Day and much more.

Great fun has been had by all.

Wecala Deaws, Pre-school teacher.

Campton Plantation

Chainsaw artists Peter Leadbeater and Dick Tilly spent a day in the
plantation demonstrating their art and seeking inspiration from visitors for
the various sculptures that they will be creating in April.

The day was
very successful
with Trevor
Smith also giving
guided walks
throughout the
day.

Dick showed his
skills by creating
several small
sculptures which
were quickly
bought by
people with an
eye for a bargain
as well as rustic
art.

All being well, Peter and Dick will be back in the plantation on 19" April to
begin carving sculptured poles, benches and a picnic table.

Waleoln 9 Wetles, P3 volunteer.



CAMPTON BELLRINGING NEWS

The big news this month is that on Friday February 19 Linda Bryant
achieved her first quarter peal, which is 45 minutes non-stop ringing. Linda
moved to the village several years ago, was persuaded to learn to ring

(Photo I to r: John Loveless, Linda Bryant, Chris Williams, Nick Brown, Linda Garton, Sue Silve

when at her first
Campton Safari
Supper and
started when
the new bells
were installed in
2007. A great
achievement,
well done to
Linda! She joins
Dennis Davis
and Barrie

Gl enn as

growndé Campt

ringers who
have rung
guarter peals.

Campton ringers are always looking for new people to come and learn to

ring. Ringing is a skilled

progress to, but as the

activity wh
photo foll owi

a very sociable team activity that offers great fun and fellowship.

Your next step!

Come along one Tuesday, meet our friendly (and reasonably normall)
group and find out what we do. You can be between the ages of 10 and 70.

Or, like Linda, you could come along to the Safari Supper on April 24! If you
are interested please contact John Loveless or Linda Garton on 819074.

In April these visiting bands are coming to ring at All Saintsd

Friday April 237 10amto 1pmi f u | | peal

for St George

Saturday April 247 10.30am to 11.15am approx i outing party from

Brighton area.

HJabin Loveless.Tower Captain.



Armchair Travellers Conquer Everest!

About 80 people, from as far afield as London, Lincolnshire, all over

Bedfordshire, as well as from Campton, attended the March Armchair

Trave |l  ers tal k at Al Saintsé Church. T
bet ween AlIl Saintsé Church and the Bri

Teachers Amanda Richmond and Neil Taylor spoke of their amazing
experience climbing Mt Everest. They described the several years of
preparation which this entailed, climbing peaks in China, Mongolia and
Bolivia to gain altitude experience, as well as capturing our imaginations
with their truly awesome story of triumph and disappointment as they
attempted to reach the ultimate goal in the spring of last year, when
Amanda became the oldest British woman to ever reach the summit of Mt
Everest, whilst Neil had to turn back with only a few hundred metres to go.

Their talk was illustrated with the most stunning photographs, and
afterwards we were able to look at and try on some of their equipment and
clothing. Some of the audience were so inspired that a trek to Everest Base
Camp is already being planned by some Campton residents! A big thank
you to everyone who supported this evening.

If you could be inspired to do something amazing too, or would just like an

excellent evening out, do come along to our next talk on Friday 21st May

when fAmature gapperso Martin and Maggi
experiences leaving behind familyand fri ends and fAVol unt
Philippines and Lesothoo.

Doors open at 7.30pm. Talk (with slides) begins at 8.00pm. Admission

£5.00 (including a glass of wine/soft drink) on the door or to reserve seats

in advance please contact Linda Garton (01462 819074 or
linda@grangegardens.co.uk). We look forward to seeing you, and do bring

your friends alongtoo!Pr oceeds t o Ach.l Saintsd Chu

St Mary's Church Fete Henlow
Incorporating Scouts & Raynsford School PTA

Saturday 8 May 2010, 2 to 5pm

The Boyd Scout Activity Centre, Church Road Henlow

Arena Events / Craft Stalls & Games / Scouting Activities
Local Authority Services / Refreshments / Grand Draw / Flight Auction

For further details phone 01462 812536


mailto:linda@grangegardens.co.uk

The Rector writes é

My | ast Rect orqgdite somecomnent! Indtdiovided ybu to
challenge politicians seeking your votes in the forthcoming General
Election. Several readers asked me who challenged the Church; indeed
was the Church even open to the possibility of itself being challenged? To
use a biblical analogy: was the Church confident that it had removed the
plank from its own collective eye; before attempting to remove the specks
from the eyes of others?

This seemed to me to be a legitimate challenge and | discussed it with a
friend of mine who is a clergyman in a diocese some distance from here.
He told me of a visit by the Archbishop of Canterbury a few weeks before,
to the diocese in which he is a priest. The host bishop had called his clergy
together for a day conference with the Archbishop. The great and the good
of the county had also been invited, and as part of the day there was an
address from the chief executive of one of the local authorities in that
diocese. The chief executive was asked how the Church was perceived
locally;towhi ch 1 &m told he replied: doing
level, but obsessed with sex and with too much time and energy going into
trying to preserve the Church as an institution in society, at the expense of

its raison do°tr e.inethewincesomtherfagesdfthe bt i m
two bishops listening to this frank as
performance.

Those of us who love and despair of the CofE in equal measure will
recognise a good deal of trutih in that

countless parishes the length and breadth of the land the Gospel of Jesus
is preached and the sick, elderly, lonely and the dying are being visited and
cared for. Indeed the CofE is the largest voluntary organisation in this
country providing social care and support.

On the other hand it cannot be denied that the Church is institutionally

sexist and homophobic. So despite having decided many years ago that

there are no doctrinal reasons why women cannot be bishops, it continues

to procrastinate on the matter. | gather that this issue has been once again
booted into the | ong grass, this ti me
attitude to lesbian and gay people i well suffice to say its standpoint makes

my toes curl with embarrassment. Ironically, the Church devotes

considerable resources in its ministry to young people; whilst at the same

busily undoing its good efforts with that age group, with its sexist and

homophobic statements.

The reality is that there are aspects to every individual and institution which
are rightly open to being challenged. Hopefully we see those issues in
ourselves and address them; but sometimes it needs someone else to
challenge us out of our complacency.



I do still think that we should not allow any humility on our part to stop us
from keeping politicians on their toes. Those in government pass laws
which are binding on all of us and thereby wield considerable power;
including the power to go to war. We need to be vigilant in keeping them
accountable; this means exercising our right to vote but also in making an
intelligent, well informed choice at the ballot box. For those of us who are
Christians, it is our duty before God to do so.

With every blessing

All Saintsd
Church held a
Lent Lunch on
Sunday March
7" when thirty
people sat down
to enjoy a meal
together.

We were served
a variety of
soups with
bread, followed
by apple pie.
Everything was
home-made and
delicious! £125
was raised for
Water Aid.

ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS
All Saintsdé Church, Camp
Friday 21 ' May
Join fimature gapperso Martin and Mary
experiences
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Doors open at 7.30pm. Talk (with slides) begins at 8.00pm
Tickets £5.00 (including a glass of wine/soft drink) on the door or in
advance from

Linda Garton 01462 819074 or
linda@grangegardens.co.uk




